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S E R M O N I. 



R E V. u. s- 

Remember therefore from whence thou artfaln^ 
and repent, and do the jirft •mrhy or elfe I 
will come unto tbee quickly y and will remove 
thy candle/lick out of bis place^ except thou 
repent. 

ABOUT 200 Years ago the Church of 
England was corrupted with many and 
great Errors in Dodrine, and Worftup. 
Thefe Errors it's Spiritual Governors did reform 
in a national Synod, confirmed and eftablifhed by 
the Civil Power. One would think, that They 
in (b doing, and We, in obeying them who have 
the Rule over us, ftand fully juftificd before every - 
Tribunal, to which we can be accountable. 

Yet we find that another Church, and a foreign 
Power has prefumed to call us into Judgment, 
pretending CommilGon (torn Chrift : By virtue of 
which, it has imperioufly pronounced Sentence. 
drawing ^inft us the Spiritual Sword, to de- 
stroy our &}uU in Hell \ and the Civil Sword,- to 
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difpoffcfs our Princes of their Dominions, their 
fsuthful Fec^e o{ their Properties, «nd Botk of 
their Lives. 

Ah unteippy SitOaiticin we Are m ! Chrift threat- 
ens to remore the Go^Might, and leave no 
Meatis of Grace, or Hopes of Glory amoi^ us, 
unlefs we feferm ourfelves by the pt4mitu« Plan, 
and repent J and do the firft Works : At the fame 
time the Church of Rome pretends Commi^on 
from the faint Chrift to plundtr, and ^ murder, 
and damn *us if ^ do. Surely '^feither "We, or 
They are miftaken 5 and it is a matter of Confe- 
quence to difcover which is fo. 

That a /^j r//V«/^r Chriftian Church, even though 
it might once juftly boaft of it's Purity and Per- 
feftion, and, if any ever <5oald, <rf hdijg ^ Piilar 
hid Ground • of the TruPh, may poffibly fall into 
Errors, and fetal ones, is evident from the Tcyt \ 
iuch a Chufch, I 'fay, ma^ fi\l, for Efbefus did. 
In which dafe, it is farther plain, that it is the 
Duty of thofe Governors, to whofe Care* that par- 
ticular Church is committed, to trace out the ori- 
ginal, primitrve InfHtution, tod regulate ^eir 
Charge by that ; the Elder of the Chmth rf •£- 
fbefus is diiefted and enjoined to remember from 
whence he was fain, $0 repent y and to do the firft 
"works. The negledt to do fo is threatened with 
the Danger of being totally forfakcn of God, tod 
•lofing the gracious Light of the Gofpel ; or elfe^ 1 
njoill ccme unto thee quiekfy, and wiU remove thy can- 
dlcftick out of it^s place^ unlefs thou repent: And 
'Hiftory informs us how pundually this Threat has 
been exeaited ; infomuch, that there is not one 
Chriftian Family left in Ephefus *. 
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The ^quiries ^'^^ which it behoves us ta 
make, aie thefe Three ; , \ 

I. Whether thofe Points in BoSifhe zxdWbrJbipi 
which we fufpefled, and compldned of, were re-' 
ally Errors, and Corruptions of the original Plan, 
oriiotP 

JL Whether by reforming mamfeft Errors, 
without leave ftom the Church of Rtme^ we are 
guilty of Schifm, and thereby ftand juftly expofed 
to the Sentence oS Excommunication, and Dam- 
nation ? ' 

HL Whether, moreover, our Princes and theit 
Subjeds have thereby, according to God^s Word, 
forfeited their Pofleilions and Lives ? 

First, let us enquire, whether thofe Points in 
DoSriae And Worfinp^ which we fufpeded, and 
complained of, were really Errors and Corruptions 
of the original Plan, or not ? 

I. Among the Errors in Dodrine, 

I. That challenges our firft regard, which is th^ 
Reading Ly€ ia the Syftem, the Mother and Nurfe 
of all the reft, the Infallibility of the Church of 
Rome. While this was believed among us, it 
thricw a Veil over the Underftanding, and prevent- 
ed the clearly diicerning other fufpedled Points: 
If this is eftablifhed, farther Enquiry will be imper* 
tinent ^ for in vain fiiall we go about to prove 
thofe Dodrines erroneous, which we received 
from a Church that cannot ern To fecure this 
Foundation, they refer us to the following Scrip« 
tunes; Our Saviour promifed, Matt, xviii. 2O4 
Where two or three are gathered together in my 
Name^ there am I in the midft of them. St. Paul 
fays, I Tim. iii. 15. The Church is the Pillar md 
Ground of the Truth. And enjoins, Hsb. xiii. 17. 

B a OVe^ 
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Oheytbem that have the Ruk over you^ and Jubinit 
yourfelves. And Chrift qomtnatids, Matt-jX^iu.! 
J 7. If he negle3 to bear the Churchy let him be unto 
thee as an heathen Many and a Publican. No>^ in 
thcfe Texts I hear not one Word of the Church of 
Rome : and If they prove Infallibility in that parti^ 
cular Church,* they will equally prove Infallibility, 
in every other particular ChrifKan Church in the 
World ; for thefe Scriptures are equally true, arid 

{>rove as much in one Church as another. But we 
earn from the Text, that the Church of Ephefus 
had erred ; we know from Ecclefiaftical Hiftory^ 
that the Church of Hierufalem^ jHexandria^ and 
Antiocb have erred : fo alfo we think it poffiblei 
hotwithftanding the above PafStges, that the 
Church of Rome may err^ even in Matters of 
Faith. 

Other Authorities from Scripture to the feme 
Purpofe, I wave, as proving nothing particularly 
of the Church of Rome 5 and proceed to examine 
two, which they urge with great Contention, and 
triumph, as dired and full Evidences In Point. 
The one' is from Matt. xvi. 18. *Ihou art Peter ^ 
Mjfd upon this Rock IwiU build my Church : and the 
Gates of Hell Jhmll not prevail againji it. But if 
jthefe Words refeir to the ConfeffwHy which St. P^- 
ter had juft raade^ ^hou art Cbriji^ the Son of the 
living Qod% then they only prove the infellible 
Truth of that Confeflion, the Foundation of Chri- 
ftian Faith, on which Chrift would build his 
Church, and againft which, the Gates of Hell^ or 
Death, Jhould not prevail: though they opened to 
receive it's Profeffors fucceffively, yet the Profef- 
iion itfelf (hould continue and militate, in fpite of 
all Oppofition, to the End of Time ; nor (hould 
thcfe Gates be able to detdn it's dead Profeflbrs 
from ri/ing triumphant to recdvc thair Crown of 



QloTji How then does the Romife of the perpe- 
tual Continuance of this Faith to be profeflfed upoa 
Earth, prove the Infallibility of the Pope ot 
Rome ? Andy befides that the Stream of Inter* 
preters take that way, we have Authority for 
that Interpretation, which ihould filence a Popijb 
pbjeftor, feveral Popes ^ who fo expound the 
Paflage. Wherefore if thofe Popes did not err in 
their Interpretation, then this Text proves not that 
Infallibility, which they would now build upon it: 
If they miftook the Meaning of the Text, theji 
their wrong Interpretation proves the Popt fallible. 
The other Authority from Scripture is, Luke 
xxii. 32. where our Saviour fays to P.eicTj I have 
prayed ftnr tbee^ that thy Faith f(ul mt \ and when 
thm art converted^ firengthen thy Brethren. In the 
Context we find, that Chrifl was with the Twelve, 
whom "", he fays, Satan had deiired to fift : but I 
have prayed for Tbee^ that Thy Faith fail not. 
Peter plainly underflood the Words as a Reproach ; 
** Why fo diflSident of Me ? ** Lord^ I am readf 
to go with thee both info prifon^ and to death. But 
to correA his mifiaken Cbnfidence, our Saviour 
rejoins, / tell thee^ Peter ^ the Cock Jhali not crow 
this^day^ before that tboujbalt thrice deny that thou 
knoweft me. Such was the Occafion of the Words# 
fuch Petefs Frailty, beyond the reft of the Apo- 
fties, notwithftanding his own good Opinion of 
bimfelf, and the Prayers of Chrift in his behalf. 
The Words are no Argument of a particular Privi^ 
ifge granted to Peter j but of a particular Dijiruft 
md Diffidence in him. 

^Tiglix III. A. D. ^26. Super ifia confeffione sedlficabp 
eccldnm .meam. Upon that Confeffion will I build my 
Olturch. And ib interpret five more Popes. See Serm. II. 

* 'YfM$ t3 amd^t^h to fif t 2%i in the plural Number^ u €. 
•Uofyottk 
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l4ow ftooicf we argue ^nj-; St Piter Vf» 
weaker ki the:Fahh than tht reft of tht Aik>ft)M» 
Bafely denied his Mafter, and forfwbre hira, therc^ 
fore the Pope of Rome ts lefe filkhfot than other 
Cbriftian ffiftiopSy and more apt to' fe^re hinafelf 
lijr Fcrjorjr, though to the* Diftionour of Clirrft'^- 
tiityj t preftrme, would feoff at bur Argumifeht r 
fijr ftiould the Conclufion by AcciiSent prov6 tniid 
in Faift, yet would it ndt n^ceflarily be good in 
Logic. So although thcfe Texts proved (which- 
they do not) Infallibility in the Pcrfoi* of St. Pe- 
ter y what is that to the Bifhop of Rome? Will 
the Apoftle'sr Spirit accompany the Mantle wWch 
he never wofe, or the Chah^ in which he never- 
fete ? for €veA the Pop6*s Succeflion to Peier k 
greatly qucffioftcd, and denied 1w tnariy, while 
the Roman Catholicks thenrfelves allow it to the 
BIfhops of Antmb\ ^They therefore, if Succeffiorr 
to St. Peler. gives it, have the unqueftibnaWe Ti- 
lde to his Infallibility : But Tl^ey have erred. What? 
Credulity theh muft it be, -to invt^hrs difputed 
. SucceflbfS at Rome with a Prerogative, by virtue 
of their Succeffion to hiin, which his undoubted 
Succeffors^t jintioch never enjoyed ? 
* So thart: na Authority of Scripture lies in the- 
way to prevent our farther Enquiry into FaffSj to 
fee how well they maintain this Point. And hero 
with all the Infallibility of the Church of Rome, 
they are not able to tell us where it lies. ISomc- 
times they affert it is in the Pope. ; fometimes in t 
General Council 5 fometimes in. a General Council 
confirmed by the Pope. Th» looks very Itrfpici- 
oufly at firft fetting out ; they are fore they have 
Infallibility fomewhere among them, but know 
not where to find it. Not umike the Man who 
had aB Excellent, Art of Mm^r^ but had fir^ot 

where he had laid the Book. 

^•' ■ TB^t 
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,':Fat Pipes: fome have been Hereticks, SchiC 
snatickSi and Infidels ; condemned for Herefy in 
General Councils, and thoie Cbuncils confirmed 
by Popes; they have contradiAed one another^ 
and themfelves ; more than one have condemned 
the Title of Univerfd Bifbop as profane and anti* 
chriffian, another forbad as a grand Sacrilege the 
communicadng in one Kind only, both which 
Foihts their infellible Church ha^ fince decreed are 
Errors: Themfelves therefore being Judges, wa 
cannot find Infallilnlity in the Perfon of the Pope. 
For General Councils : the Church of Rome reje<5l:s 
and reprobates feveral of them ; and therefore muf( •..',' 
. admit that they may err. But where both concur^ 
a General Council confirmed by the Pope^ there, or 
no where, muft we expeA to find this glorious 
Privilege. But, alas ! thefe have contradifted one 
another, even in the very Point of Infallibility ; 
The Council of Conftance^ confirmed by Martin V, 
decreed that a General Council was fuperior to the 
Pope, and the laft Lateran Council, confirmed bv 
Leo X, condemned that Decree. The political^ 
but irreligious Ufe of Infallibility, was to give theni 
Dominion over the Faith of the whole World, and 
rule it as they pleafed. 

This Prejudice being removed out of the Way, 
we may proceed without Fear to examine any 
I^oiIlt, which we fufpeft to be erroneous, and try 
it by the Truth of the Scriptures. 

; 2* Such a one our Reformers apprehended 
^ranjkijtaniiation to be ; a hard Word, by which 
was meant, t:hat the Bread and Wine in the Sacra- 
ment of ibe Lar^s Supper^ is changed into the very 
real 5ub(lance of Chrift's Body and Blood, contra- 
ry to the notorious Evidence of our Senfes. But 
tn^ Words of Inftitution, fay they, are exprtC% 
jejui took Breads and faid^ THIS l^ MX ^OT^T x 
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and be took the Cup, fa^ing^ THIS IS MTBLOOD^ 
Matt. xxvi. 26, 28. We think, that thefe 
Words ought to be undtt&ood Jiguralively^ becaufe 
literally taken they are abfurd \ that the like Figure 
is frequent ; and that it was ealy to be underftood 
by his Difciples, • who were Jews : Their annual 
Pafchal Supper, which Chrift at this very Time 
celebrated, was called The Sacrifice of the Lord^s 
paffover, Exod. xii. 27.** Our Saviour inftead of 
the Pafchal, now inftituted his Supper, and. taking 
Bread called it His Bod^, intending it for the Afe- 
fnorial of His Body, which was our Pajfover, that 
-was facrificed for us, i Cok. v. 7. The Roman 
Catholicks clamoroufly infift upon the Letter : Let 
them then apply the like Interpretation to the like 
Expreflions clfewherej The Church which is Chrift^ s 
Body, Ephes. i. 23. That Rock was Chrifi, Rom. 
xiii. I . Will they thence infer that the Rock in 
the Wildernefs, and the Congregations of Chriftian 
People are changed into the very real Subflance of 
Chrift's Body ? If fuch Expreflions prove not 
Tranfubftantiation in thefe Inftanccs, neither will 
they necejjarily prove it in the former. Nav, if 
they will admit of no Figure in the Words of In- 
ftitution, then is there no Tranfubftantiation in the 
Wine, but the Cup is changed into the Blood of 
Chrift, for fo the literal Expreflion would prove 5 
He took the Cup, faying. This is my Blood. So that 
the Letter will not prove their Tranfubftantiation, 
nor the true Meaning of the Words atpf Tranfub- 
ftantiation at all ; for after this ftippofcd Change, 
our Saviour calls what was in the Cup, This fruit 

^ rtnh wn nca;na?. thc vuig. ncgicas Kin me, 

Vidima tranfitus Domini eft. But Vatabks corredb it, Mac- 

• tatio Psefah Hjec Domino. This is the Sacrifice of the 

Xord*8 Pafibver. evaia to ^da)^» TOTtO r^l Kv^t^* Septnag. 
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§f the Viney Matt. xxvi. ap.rand St. Paid what 
had been broke, ^his Breads i Cor. xi. 26. And 
one of their own Popes, Gelqfius^ in the 5th Cen- 
tury, fays, " The Sacraments of the Body and 
** Blood of Chrift are a divine Thing,* by. them 
^' we are made Partakers of a divine Nature ; yet 
** the Subftance or Nature of Bread and Wine 
*< does not ceafe." Nor did this monftrous Opi-' 
nion appior till the 8 th Century, nor was it ieter-- 
mined for Truth till the Year 12 15. Their own' 
Writers admit it canhot be proved by Scripture, 
and refolvc it's Truth into a Decree of Pope and 
Council. But ^heir Fallibility has been feen under 
the former-Head ; their Authority therefore is not 
iufficient to Eiake us fwallow fuch Abfiiirdities. A 
few of them* be plea(cd to hear, as themiel ves re- 
port them, under the bright Difplay of Miracles 
wrought in the Holy Eucharift, 
y/ *^ Chrift is bodily prefent in the Sacrament of 
*' the Eucharift, while his fame Body remains in 
" Heaven, and never moves from* thence. Chrift's; 
*' whole Body with all it*s Quantity is in the Hoft, 
♦' though the Hoft be much lefs than his Body : 
" Nay, the fame whole Body is all in- every Hoft ; 
^' aye, and whole in every Part of every Hoft 
^ throughout the Earth. Neither is Chrift*s Body 
<' in the Eucharift without it's fenfible Qualities, 
«' although thofe Qualities are not perceiveable by 
^' our Senfes. 

" The Bread and Wine are annihilated ; yet 
** the Tafte, Smell, Colour, Figure, and other 
<* Accidents continue the fame as if the Bread and 
" Wine were really there ; which arc but Illufi« 
ons, only the Shades, and Apparitions of the de- - 
parted Elements. Notwithftanding which, they 
f' have the fame natural Virtue to t«Mr&^^ 
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<« flDe!%e)»n» atid ivctsdSt. the Qodiel q£ the Ro^ 
^' cftiv0j» author origjWi-.Subft^qi^ bad.. 

'• If Worms, ov<}thtr little Amo^Ift ^c form* 
*^ ed in tike Hoft kept Jfe long a# to be owrruptod^u 
*^ Ihfy are not quite jigrcftd tow they ooutd come- 
^ tihe^ s^ hut are pcr^»ft}y dear, that eith^ God^ 
«^ eccat^ a newr Matter ca Ptofpofe ;. orifta£ the 
«5 Etpence of as great a. Muavrle, in reftorkig icich- 
^^ Qliantky of the annibilaled Bread as i^ (bfficietit; 
•f for their PreduaiQiv^r* . 

Tbefe ftran'ge Confe(|Qet)ces follow^ by th or own 
Confeffion, from the Ekxftrine of Trofffiifitntm^ioH. 
But they, taking that Point for grantel, becaufe 
decro^d m their Churciu confecrate thefe jGqqcIu^ 
iiqns into MiracUs, We kave them^ 9$ m^. &2d 
thcsa% ImpofiUtities. and Mjuriitits:. Which, aft 
they, ate fupported by Jnfalliiniityy for they, are re^ 
ceived only upon the Authority of the Chticdi^ 
fbthey retitfn the Compliment, and byfettkig-a- 
fide the Evidences of R^dbn, and the Senfes^ &p- 
ipoxt InfaUibiUty. . r' ;- . 

3. Anbther ObjoAion was urged j againft their 
forbidding Nforriage tO; the Clergy : But m this 
Pdnt their own Doftors .ate not agreed, whetjier 
it be of Divine^ or Jpifi^ah or only Eadefi^ical 
Inftitution. if only^lhe ^/#r, the particular 
(^hurch of England hasr.more Right to reftore the 
natural Liberty of Marriage, than the particular 
Church of Rome had to take it away« For the 
former^ ltd . Proofs fi^om Scripture are pretended. 
So that only that Qpihion needs ]^mminatio», 
irhich iufipofea it of .ApofimUcd Inititotion* And 
hece th^ian greatly at a \ok for Arguments^ but 
neyei: fail to ao^e us with the 7th Ch^ of ; Cor •> 
■ . . , .1 .. , . ■ 

, :• • ' rr • . . ; '. . ■ 

, J TiePoij^rt of the Jcfuit ?ertrm in Joan. vi. 
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tJpoir ^K^fr ohti or two OBRmtTohl w?tf Be fufti- 
cicnt iiftjThit thofeExhqitarfons are dire6ted to aU 
Chriffiin Pcbpk, Lafiy ay well as Clergy, and leave 
lis iti Poffeflion of this Argument, that the Clergy 
are no n^ore forbidden Marriage by St. Pitd^ than 
xhs Laity. ' 2dfy, Tfat Nfarriage fe cnjcrined to 
pre^rft Fdfhication', whcli MeW c^tiriot contain 
t^eytitoll marry, t Cor*, vfi. %.g.'* Our^ Allow- 
ance of Marriage rather thaji Fotnifcatfem, frtherc- 
fote cefta&ily more^ Aj^ftoKcaf, th^ their Allow- 
ance of Fomtcation', ancf even the mbff abomina- 
ble Liffts, rlther th^ Wedlock : For ft "Pope kw 
been ikMiiy whd diitcf the Frfnefi t)f ApoftoBck 
Piorwer, granted a Uderice . for Sodbmy ^ If we 
cnqoirc mtcx ApoftpUcal l^mple^ St. fitet fcimfelf 
was a' ifaarridd iVfaii; 'fct we read^ of -fife Wife's 
Mdther hi three Etiirjgefiib. If b» Apbftolical 
Coukfei^ St. Voiil feVs,, A Siflyop tnttfi Be blamkfs^ 
the tlt^ani pf one Wife^ having his ChHdren in Sul^ 
Jeff ion 'Odifb'all Gravity^ x Tim. Hi. 2. 4. Likewif^ 
ifafijri^Mamele/Sy tBeflttJbMofoneWtfe^ having 
^aithfufCbildren^ he* was fit to be an Elder, Tit,- 
i. 6. An^ let the Deaem k^ the Hujbands of m^ 
Wife,^ ruHftg. their ChUHrenj and their own Houfes^ 
welt^ X Tim. ill. 12; • This DQcftrine therefore ia 
riot only not proved by Scripture, but is contrary to 
It ; and has been the Occanon of (o many (hame- 
ful Abominastions snibng' their ReUgious^ that wo 
iiiay vehttire, upon the Authority or the fame A-» 
poftle,- who wrote to the Corinthians^ to reckon 
forbidding to marry among the Bo£hines of J)evils^ 
I Tim. iv. i. But how devilifh Co ever it might 
be in it'is immoral Tendencies, yet it was advanta- 
geous towards their fecular Interdls 1 therefore not 
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ta be reformed : as an tinmarrled Clergjr were nt 
Liberty to apply their Cares, Attention^ • and Re- 
venues to a^randife and enrich the Church ; fo 
their unnatural Vows, however ill-keptt were fer-» 
viceable to maintain 

. 4. The profitable Doftrlnes of il£r//, and Super^ 
(rogation ^ which thefe unnatural Votaries lay chief 
Claim to, and fo abound, in, as to afford cheap 
Pennyworths to thofe who want them. However 
the Doctrine itfelf, without confidering its lucrative 
Views, is to befirft examined : We judged it ought 
to be reformed. We will expreis it in the Words 
of one of their Dodlors, *' The good Works of juft 
*^ Men are meritorious of eternal Life conJignfy^ 
^ (or from their own intriafic Worth,) although 
<* there was;no divine compaft •. *• This we con- 
demn, as contrary^ to Scripture, which &ys» cur 
^oodnefi extends not to God. Psalm xvi. 2. If thou 
righteous what giveft tbmbimf cr what receives b 
He of thine Hand? Job xxxv. 7. It is impoffible 
for the Creature to benefit or advantage his perfeft 
and all-fuffident Creator. Wherefore our^vioq^ 
teaches us to acknowledge, that when we bout 
done ally we are unprofitabfc Servants. Nay mthr 
out the Word unprofitable^ which the Mthiopic Ver- 
iion omits, the acknowledging ourfelves God's Ser^t 
vants is fufEcient to deuroy the Notion of sbis 
Merit. For Servants, or Bondmen, were their 
Matter's property, to whom they owed all the Ser- 
vice of their lives, and for which they were t^ot 



. < C^etaiw in 1. 2. qu. 11. part. 3. Thef^ W^^ are chofta 
as expreffing witK great Brevity and Clearnefs the general Opi- 
nion of the Choreh of Rmi ; but in Jaftice to the Author of 
them it ihould be mentioned, that he altered his own Opinioa 
IB this Point/ and died at lai^ as to this Particular, a true lU^ 
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entitled to any Wages or Reward. To this our 
Saviour feems to refer in the Place, Does be thank 
that Servant becaufe he did the Things that wen 
coftmanded him ? I trow Hot. So likewife 2>, when 
ye have done all thofe things that are commanded you^ 
fay^ We are Servants, pr Bondmen, we hafoe 
done that, which was our JhUy to do. In this Senfe 
St. Paul ufes the Word ;:. ^oUgh I befreefrm All 
Men^ under no Obligation ' to fpend my Time and 
Labour i/f^thout Recompence in the Service of any 
Man, yet 1 have made m^^ Servant to all^ i. e. 
I have preached to you without any W^s, as if 
I had been, your Bondnwi, . bound to terve you, 
but entitled to no Reward for it. i Cor. ix. 19. 
Such Servants to God we are,- both by Birth and 
Purchafci, by Creadon, and Redemption. And 
when whatever Things are true — honeft—jitfi^-^o 
^^■lovely — and of good Report are enjoined us Phil. 
iv. 8. 1 think it difficult for a good Mati to do more 
than was his Duty to do. Whoever in the Church 
of RomedoQS (oy it muft be dedufted from the Va- 
lue of his good Works, as an Ad of IXibbedience, 
not added to it as fuperabundant Merit. And if 
the Notion of Merit to any Reward at all be de- 
ftroyed, how much morcLindefenfible is the No- 
tion of meriting by our Wprks fo great and diipro- 
Ertioned a Recompence Ks the Reward of eternal 
fe ? which accordingly the Scriptures reprefent 
as the Gift of Gody and not a Debt to Man. The 
Application of the more than ne^efTary Merit of 
fome religious Orders to the Neceffides of thofe 
who had rather part with their Money thaa their 
Sins, is a Doftnne very convenient for the Profit of 
the Monks, and the Peace of Sinners. But left 
any ftiould take it into their Heads to merit for 
themfelves, and get to Heaven ^(itbnwx ^^fvsv^Ssst 
it, ih^ throw in their Way 
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5. The Dodhind cf Fitfg;^tory ; which wb jfte 
no Reafoh to^'eceive. -What they mean by it^ itfae 
Bifhop of Mmtn wUI tek «is \ ^« Thofe frfaovcbpwt 
^^ thisIJfe in Grace and Charity, but nevettiudefr 
^ indebted to the Divmd Juftice ibme >Faiii8 ^lucb. 
<* it refef ved, are to fctfer them in the other Xajfi?. . 
^ This, (ays he, is what the Council of^Amr^pio* 
^ po(es to opf Belief, touching the Souli detatnei 
, ^ in Pulsatory.'' As we think ^his is fa^bljt do^t 
rogatory from the all^fuftcient Merits and Sf$A^ 
&^on of CMft'6 Death fbr.our Redemption^ which 
was to €k0nfi us fr$m 'M^in^ ^ ^oh; i. 7^ and pwfitA 
us mhlcmeahk and irrefroveable^ Col, i. 22-:: So 
we eannbt -help demanding fiiU and poiitme 
Proof JTom Scripture, before we give our Afieat* 
In tihieir Hartogues th^ can ftring you up 19 ie« 
▼era! Texts from both Teftaments, at Belianmm 
his done. All which are foein anfwered; BelUm 
mine him(<df rge<9s one of them as impertinttnt 1^ 
aiid another of their own Wrkers ^ rejeAs iSnoM 
of them i fb that we have but two left. And' tho 
firft of thefe is Apcrypbal^ Macc. xii. 4^. Which 
Book the 'f^ws never received as canonical, nor the 
Chriftian Church for the £rft 600 Years> ; Wdwdl 
therefore vetlture to iet altde its Authority. ^Ths 
only one which remans -is Math. xii. yi.. The 
^m againft the Holy Ghoft fhall not be foigrroB^ 
neither, in this Worlds neither in the W!orld io come. 
Whence they would infer that ibme Sins pardolMd 
here, (ball be ptmiibed hereafter. But why Bjr^^ 
/e«fp^rtfry PuniAment of Purgatjoty ? if they will 
compare MARKai. 29. with that iPai&ge, their 
Itiferenoe muft be, ibine Sins pardoned here, AaH 
be puniflied with eternal Damnation heretfter : 

• • ■ 
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Whidi is M VtoofofPurgimy. They muft there- 
fore find out fome other Meanmg of that Disjunc- 
tion, ' neifher in this Wortd^ rteithef in that to come^ 
for it ^ill not fupport their Friference, And indeed 
Bettamine x:onkSks^ Aatiaccording to the Rules of 
Lqgk, Pargatory canYiot be inferred from hence. 
Nay this Doftrine is fo "fer from being proved by 
Scripture, that it is againtt it. The fecred Writ- 
ings reprcfent the State dF thdfe, who depart this- 
Life in Grace far otherwife. ithe F^ce from Heaven^ 
if the Church of Rome giycs any Credit to that^ 
fays, Blejfeii are the ' Deady which die in the hard^ 
From henceforth, .yea faith the Spirit^ that 
ihey may hest Jrim their Laiours. Rev. adv. 13. 
Can this Refi tnean thfe Tartttres of Purgatory ? St. 
Paul feys, PFe inowthat if out earthfy tloufe of this 
Tts^erttacle were difoivedy we have a Building with 
Gody a Houje not made with Handsy eternal in the 
Heavens. When foe are ahfent from the Bod;fy Wi 
are prefenf with theLord. 2 Cor. v. i. 8. Here is 
notnentito'of Pains and Pbrgatory, no interme- 
diate Houfe of Correftion betwixt this Tabemacti 
diffolvedy ttnd the huilding with God eternal in the 
Heavens. Conftilt Parables, confult Fa<fts, ail con« 
cur in this Doftrine -, Lazarus from the rich Man's 
Door, where he died, was carried into Abrahanfs 
Bofom •, The Penu:e;nt Thief was lifted from the 
Crofs into Paradifc. For which Reafon, agreeably 
'to the Sentiments of the Primitive Church, we arc 
direfted in our Burial-Office, not to mourn, but 
rejoice at the Death of a Chriftian Brother, on thisi 
Affurance, that " the Souls of the Faithful, after 
** they are delivered fimn the Burthen of the 
•' Flefti, are in Joy and Felicity^ — not going to be 
tormented in Purgatory. But it is too iervice- 
able an Engine to be laid afid^ ttvexA^ iot \5«cc% 
unti-fcripural ', and they vrlW con&Bcofe' to ta^^^ 
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it, becaufe. In Conjun(9ion with the preceding one 
of Merit J it fupports 

6. That gainful DoArine of Indulgences i a Cor* 
ruption of the primitive Church Difcipline, which 
impofed long and fevere Penances upon fcandaloos 
Offenders ; the Rigour of which, upon weighty 
Coniiderations, was fometimes moderated by the 
Bifhop : and this Relaxation was called an Indd- 
gence. But the Popiih Indulgences are very diffe- 
rent Things : they fuppofc a Treafure in the Churdi 
made up of the Merits of Chrift, and the Saints, wluch 
is wholly at the Pope's Difpofal, and which he 
difpenfes to others, at what Price he can get, to 
diu:harge them from thoie temporal Puiufhments 
to which they are obnoxious for thdr venial Sins 
in Purgatory. They pretend neither Scripture, 
nor ancient Doftors in Support of this iniquitous 
Scheme : for iniquitous I may be allowed to call it, 
fince the Council of ^rent itfelf confeiTes « hor- 
** rible Abufes in the Sale of Indulgences.'* They 
acknowledge, that for ought they can find. Indul- 
gences were not fo'much as thought on till about 
the. i2th Century. Againft this fhameful Mer- 
chandize many of themfel ves exclaim. " O Rome^ 
*^ (ays one^ fing and rejoice, for thou haft that 
< ^ which thou haft always thirfted after ; thou haft 
*' conquered the World, not by Religion, but by 
*' the W ickednefi of Men : That it is which draws 
*' them to thee, not their Devotion and Piety *." 
And the Princes of G^rw^»)' complained of thenx 
as Cheats, Nay their principal Advocate himfelf ^ 
*' would not have the People too confident of the 
*' EffeA of Indulgences: for though the Church,, 
** fays he, may have Power to give them, yet they 



^ Connd Ufpergeniis. ^ Bellarmlne* . 
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*^ may want their Effedt in particular Perfons; 
*' And therefore all prudent Chrijlians do fo receive 
** Indulgenqes, as withal to fatisfy God themfelves 
** for their Sins.'* After thefe frank Declarations 
olF their own, wc (hould be Fools indeed to prefs 
into their Churdly only for the Privilege of being 
babbled* 

- To attempt reckoning up all the Errors of the 
CHurch of ii^W^ould be almofl encUeJs^ and after 
thde already mentioned, I perfuade myfelf, need- 
&p '9 for thefe, I think, are fufficient to fliewthat 
wc had derived from Rome many grofs Errors, 
which needed Reformation ; and to fecure you a- 
jgainft any Defire of quitting your own Church, from 
an ExpeAation of purer Dodirines in Theirs. But 
ff you proceed 

II. To examine feme Points of their religious 
Worjiip, you will be ftill more convinced, that 
they had introduced among us Errors and Corrup- 
tions, that We lay under the ftjcju^efl Obligations to 
reform. 

I. One is a General Corruption, which runs 
through, and atfefts their whole Service, its beifig 
jperformed in an unknown Tongue^ exprefsly con- 
demned by St. Pauly 1 Cor. xiv. 14.^ If I pray in 
an unknown Tongue^ nv/ Spirit prayetb^ but my Un-^ 
derjianding is unfruitfuL In Anfwer to this, fome 
of them tell us, That the Appftle **condemnsa bar- 
^* barous, and utterly extraneous Tongue, which 
" nobody underftood, as Arabic and Perjic\ but 
*' not that which is underftood by learned and ci- 
*' vil People in every great City, as Hebrew^ Greek 
*' and Latin \'* The Apoftle fpeaks in general of 
all Tongues not underftood by the PeopJej and 
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where Latin is fuch a one, as I am fure it is in S»- 
gtandy there Z^//» is as much condemned as ArtUnc 
and Perfic. Another tells us, what the Apoftle 
fays '* is to be referred to the State of that Time, 
" which is much unlike the State of the Church 
*f we be now in ; They needed InftrudKon, TVe be 
*' ngt ignorant of the chief Points of Religion " 
We do not find Fault with their Knowledge, but 
their Ignorance -, and that they make that Igno- 
rance the' Mother and Nurfe of their Devotion, i 
Notwithftanding all their other Knowledge, yi 1 
if they pray in an unknown Tongue, though the Sj>ifii 
prayeth^ their Underftanding^ great as they fuppofe 
it, is unfruitful : In this Objeftion we blame thar 
Ignorance in Prayer, arid call not into Queftion 
their Skill, in the chief Points of Religion.. We 
are at other Times amufed with a Saying of Jbh 
ihony of Padua; " That is a perfeft Prayer, in 
** which the Mind is fo fwallowed up into Grod, 
•* that it doth not underftand its ownWords.** 
But St. Pauly whofe Authority weighs more with 
us, prefers the praying with the Spirit^ and thepraj-- 
ing with the Underftanding alfo. f. 1 5. Well then, they 
will allow us this, concerning private Pr^ycT^ and 
tell us, that " noCatholick denies that it is very 
expedient that every l\lan pray in his own 
Tongue, to the End he niay underftand what he 
^ fays -, but public Prayer the Prieft faith 'In the 
*' Name and Perfon of the whole Church ^.^ — 
And '' there is no need that the People (hould un- 
** derftand it, in order to their profiting by it'.** 
But St. Paul was of an another Opinion, as he 
plainly fhews by aflcing, (which is equally appli- 
cable to publick Prayer J as well as Praifi^) Wlkn 

" Harding. »» Touchflone of the Reformed Gofpel.; 
*^ jBcilarmine De Verbo Dfii. Ixb. i. e:.^, \b'* 
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tbGuJhalt bkfs with the Spirit^ bmjhatt he that oc- 
cupktb the Place of the Unlearned^ fay Amen at thy 
giving of Thanks^ feeing he underftandeth not what 
thou fay eft ? for thou verify giveft Thanks welly but the 
other is not edifed. f. i6, 17. He doth not give 
Thaftks well. So vain are all their Shifts and Eva- 
iions, that at laft they fpeak out boldly, and like 
tliemfelvcs in the Plenitude of more than Apofto- 
licAl Power, « The Church doth' riot at all ofFerid 
*' in departing from this Inftitution of St. Paul^ it 
** being left Tree to the Church, not only to violate 
«« this Inftitution of St. Paul^ but alfb the Inftitu- 
** tion of God himself, fuppofing it to have beeti 
«* once prbfitable to the Church, but now to be un- 
** profitable ^.^ And this laft iS a Point, ifehich 
th^ had much rather fuppofe^ thun prove. Where- 
fore our Confcience5 can never reproach us, nei- 
ther can the Catholicks (as they call themfelves) 
with any Shadow of Decency blame us, for de- 
parting from the Praftice of their Church in this In- 
ftance, as wie did it only to return tb bur firft Works, 
the Pradice of the Primitive Apofiolical Church, 
from which here they acknowledge themfelves to 
have fain and departed. 

2. In the Service of the Blefled Eucharijl we 
found ourfclves involved in no lefs Sins than IfH- 
fiety^ Idolatry y and Sacrilege, Hard Charges upon 
thofe, who ftill retain the fame Service ! Happy 
for them, if upon Examination they prove not to 
be true ! 

But the propitiatory Sacrifice of the Mafs is cer- 
tainly impious ; for therein they profefe truly and 
properly to facrifice Chrift, that is, as they define 



P Hoftmeift in i Cor. xiv. p. 272. 
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a Sacrifice, to kill him, and put him to Death ** ; 
and as they plainly affert Chrift is every Day by 
the Mafs-Prieft. We fhall acquit them of the 
FaSi^ becaufe Tranfubftantiation is not true : and if 
Scripture was neceflary to fupport the Teftimony 
of our Senfes, St. Paul tells us, that AS it is ap- 
pointed to Mm once i. e. but once to die\ SO Cbrifi 
was once i. e. but once offered to bear the Sins of 
Many. Hebr. ix. 27, 28. But they avow the /»- 
tentionj when under the Forms of Bread and Wincj 
they believe, and mean to offer Chrift's Body and 
Blood to God, as trulv as Chrifl: once offered hior 
felf upon the Crois *, and that this is as truly a pro- 
per and propitiatory Sacrifice as the other. This 
is not only falfe J but impious ; we therefore rank it 
Among blafpbemous Fables \ and as fuch, efteem it 
a dangerous Deceit. The Carthaginians were found 
inhuman enough to facrifice their Children to &i- 
turn : but to facrifice their God ! — This was an Ah- 
furdity^ which no Faith could digeft, but the im- 
plicit one of Rome \ an Impiety^ which no Religion 
could defign, but that of Antichriji ! 

Nor is the propitiatory Sacrifice of the Mafe more 
impious^ than their Adoration of the confecrated 
Bread in the Eucharift is idolatrous. If the Bread 
and Wine are not really changed into the very Sub- 
fiance of Chrift's Body and Blood, they themfelves 
fubfcribe to this Charge : And that there is no fiich 
fubftantial Change wrought, our Senfes and Rea- 
fon affure us; nor is there any Authority produced 
to contradia this Teftimony, but a Decree of the 
Council of Trent ; and the Honour of fuch Contra- 



- ^ Bellarmine de MiiTa. lib. i. cap, 2. & cap. 27. & Cate- 
cbifm. ad Parochos, Sacerdotes indicuiti uc cor|pus ejus immo^ 
larent. p. 215. 
J Ar(icl. of Kelig. 31. 
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diftion we deny them not. However upon their 
own Principles, they will ftand convided : For, 
together with the Body and Blood of Chrift, which 
they believe to be there fubftantially, they acknow- 
ledge there are alfo the Accidents or Species of Bread 
and Wine, which make a Part of their Objedt of 
Adoration; wherefore they worfhip, if not the 
Bread and Wine, (as we fay,) yet, fas themfelves 
fay,) fomething of le& Value, the Forms and Sha- 
dows of them. Farther, none can be fure, that 
he does not worlhip meer Bread and Wine, ( I mean 
ftill upon their own Principles 5 ) for, the making ' 
them into a God, depends upon the Confecration 
of the Elements, and that depends upon the Inten- 
tion of the Prieft, as they teach, and even the Worth 
of that Intention depends upon the Validity of his 
Orders and Baptifm. '' Let there be then, (it is a 
Cafe of their own putting % in the Debate at the 
Council of 2V^/,) a Knave- Prieft who faineth, and 
hath not an Intention to adminifter the true Bap- 
*' tifm to a Child, who, after being a Man grown, is 
*^ created Bifliop of a great City, and liveth many 
*^ Years in that Change, fo that he hath ordained 
a great Part of the Priefts : It muft be faid, that 
he being not baptized, is not ordained, nor they 
ordained who are promoted by him. So, in that 
** great City, there will be neither Eucharift, nor 
*' Confeflion, becaufe they cannot be without the 
^' Sacrament of Order^ nor Order without a true 
*' Bijhop^ neither can he receive Order, who is not 
" baptized. Behold Millions of Nullities of Sa- 
*' cramcnts, by the Malice of one Minifter, in one 
" AftonlyP' And, would to God, fays he, that 
^* thefe Cafes were rare !*' If then there be no Con- 
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^cration, there is no Change ; and if no Chaogr; 

ttjey who worftiip the Hoft, by their own Ajc- 

l^nowledgment, worfhip nothing but Breach §x^ 

Wine ; and furely this is as rank Idolatry a$ theWpr- 

ijiip of Gar lick and Onions. 

In the fame Sacrament they are likewife guilty 

of Sacrilege •, in dealing the Cup from the L<aity. 

Drink ye all of if, was our BlefTed Lord's ComniaQd. 

. And what have they to fay againft it ? Let us heir 
the Council which forbad it to the Laity. ^' Thrf 
^* Chrjftinftitutcdandadminifteredto hisDifciplfli, 
** this venerable Sacrament under both Kinds, ol 
** Bread and Wine j and although in the Primitive 
*' Church, it was received by the Faithful under 
** both Kinds ; yet notwithftanding, for the avoid- 
*' ing fome Dangers and Scandals, this Cuftom is* 
*' upon reafonable Grounds, introduced, that it be 
** received by Lay-people under the Kind of Bread 
*' only \^ I fear there is no Inftitution, which is 
not expofed to fome Dangers and Scandals ; but 
fure they muft be grievous ones indeed, that can 
juftify the fetting afide any of Chrift's Inftitutions. 
What they were, learn from the Defender of that 
Decree in the Council of Conftance''. *' i. The 
" Danger of fpilling the Wine. 2. The Danger 
** in carrying from Place to Place. 3. In defiling 
*' the Veffels (which ought to be kept as facred 
f Things) by being touched and handled by Lay- 
men. 4. In the long Beards of the Lay-men. 
5. In keeping the confecrated Wine for the Ufe 
of the Sick -, becaufe Vinegar may be generated 
*' in the Veflel, and fo the Blood of Chrift would 
^* ceafe to be there, and pure Vinegar would be 
" adminiftered for the Blood of Chrift 5 befides in 
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^' Summer-Flies may be generated, itid fome- 
*' times It may putrify and become loathfome 5 
** and fome might loath to drink it, becaufe many 
*' others had drank of it before. 6. ♦Wine would 
** be chargeable, efpecially in fuch Places whert 
*' it is fcarce. There would be, moreover. Dan- 
ger of freezing in Winter ; and there would be 
further Danger in giving Occafions many Ways 
to the People to believe that which k falfe ; As 
that Lay-men, as to the receiving of the 
Sacrament, are of equal Dignity with Priefts/* 
Such are the Dangers and Scandals, which they 
fear more than the Difplcafure of Chrift ; arid for 
the avoiding of which they fet at naught his In- 
ftitution, and lacrilegioufly deprive the People of 
their Participation of his Blood ! Some indeed argue 
fophiftically, that " it is impoffible to feparate the 
*» Effeft of his Blood from that of his Body ^." But 
others hold, that ^* the Sumption under both Kinds, * 
** which was that which our Lord delivered, was 
" more compleat and more efficacious *." And 
Suarez fays, that ** grave Men relate that this was 
*' held by moft of the Fathers, who were prefent 
** in the Council of Trent. ^^ So by their own Con- 
feffion they withhold from their People Encreafe of 
Graoet left they fhould think themfelves, as to 
receiving of the Sacrament, of equal Dignity with 
Priejis ! O detefted Pride ! in vile Earth, and mi- 
ferable Sinners ! 

But it is not my Meaning to number all their Er- 
rors, only to convince you that our Anceftors had 
Reasons fufficient for the Reformation^ and that we 
iiave abundant Caufe to blefs God for the Enjoys 
mcntofit. . 
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. Ncithcf at^ thcfc Errors mtrtly JpecukUii}e^ bqt 
have notorioufly a fatal Influence on Practice. I 
me^n not to rake into the Vices of which they are 
guilty contrary to their Principles, but fuch as flow 
^om them, or are encouraged by them. 

From a Perfuafion of Infallibility^ proceeds Ob- 
fl:inacy in Error, and Maintenance of it by Fraud 
and Force,; Breach of Faith with Hereticks, Elqui- 
vocations, and Mental Refervations to delude their 
Oppofers -, Rapine and Plunder of their Goods, Se- 
ditions, Confpiracies, and Rebellions ; bloody In- 
quiiitions and MaflacreS -, infomuch that Bands of 
Thieves and Robbers are more to be trufted, and 
more merciful than They, 

From their enjoined Celibaty hath iflfued fuch a 
Deluge of the naoft filthy and abominable Lufts^ 
as no chaflie Tongue can utter, no chafte Ear can 
hear without Detefliation. 

Their Dodrines of Merits and Supererogation 
have produced an arrogant Prefumption and Confi- 
dence in their own Righteoufnefs ; and that too on 
Account of mere external Performances, fuch as 
jftlmfgiving. Pilgrimages, Abftinence from Meats; 
and the like \ which occafioned our firft Reformers 
to iqfift fo particularly upon Juftification by Faith 
only : though from thence fome warm but weak 
J-ieads have been mifled, and embraced very dan- 
gerous Opinions concerning the Chriftian Obliga- 
tion to Good IVorks. 

Purgatory and Indulgences are fuch Arts for the 
Promotion and Encouragement of Sin, that it is no 
Wonder if the Roman Church has been particularly 
fruitful in it. With refpeft to the latter, the Princes 
of Germany ^ reprefented to the Pope, *' that true 
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*« Chriftian Piety was deftroyed by them; and 
** that all manner of Wickednefs did fpring froni 
*^* thence ; and that Men were afraid of committing 
<* no kind of Sins, when at fo cheap a Rate they 
^* could purchafe a Remiffion for them,'* 

Their Corruptions called aloud for a Reforma-r 
tion i The Pope himfelf acknpwledgcd it, Adrian 
VI, and promifed to besin it. His own good 
Life, and the Difguft whicn his Acknowledgment 
gave to the Court of Rome are Inducements to be- 
lieve he was fincere in his Promife : But his fpeedy 
Peath prevented the Execution. His Succeflbrs 
were of a different Spirit, and laboured rather to 
efiahlijhy than to correct the Errors of thofe in their 
Communion. Particular Churches then found there 
was a Neceffity to provide for themfelves, to re^ 
' member from whence they werefaln^ and repent^ an4 
do thefir^J Works. 

But let us beware of a Pharifkical Comparifon, 
and of nurfing a Spiritual Pride with a God^ I thank 
thee^ I am not as other Men are ! Let us leave then% 
to God ; and call home our Thoughts, furvey the 
woful Furniture of our own Confciences, and with 
truly contrite Hearts cry out, Lord^ he merciful to u% 
Sinners ! And though in Number and Degree Their 
Vices may exceed Ours', yet Ours have an ^- 
gravation beyond Theirs ; Theirs are the natural 
Confequences of very bad Principles, Ours in Vio- 
lation of the Beft. The Abhorrence of their 
Crimes, which occafioned our Forefathers to protejl 
againft them, fhould make Us, their Sons, watch-? 
ful over our Condud:, that we may live worthy 
fuch Proteftation and Profeffion. Where we are 
confcious'to ourfelves, that we are fain, let us re- 
member from whence we are faln^ and repent ^ and do 
the firfi Works : Left God in Vengeance of cyiis. 
Abufe of his Mercies in bleffvng^u^ N\\\i\\Jwe.^^^^'^-> 
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sutiotv ihould remove the L^ht of lus KS^kiam 
Gofpd, plunge us igain into the Darknq^^^ Po- 
p{h Superftition, and icckuge us with oKs Rod <rf 

IW, we hefeecb thee t$ keep ibf tia^boid the Chrci 
in continual GodUnefi, that tbrmgb tbf Pr^tfSm 'i 
majf be free from al AdverfiUes^ and dtvou/fy gna 
tofervetbeeingKdWorks^ to the Glcry if tiy N^K, 
through Jefus Chriji pur Lord. 
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JOHN xvi. 2. 
(former Part of the Verfc,) 

Ihe^ Jball put pu out of the Synagogues. ■ 

WE have feen in the preceding Difcourfe, that 
feveral of thofe: Points m DoHrine and 
Worjbip which were fufpe^ed, and complained of 
about the Time of the Reformation, were really 
Errors and Corruptibna of the Original Flan. It 
was not ncceflary to examine more of them, thofe 
before mentioned being fufflcient to convince ub 
how greatly a Reformation was to be deiired. I 
proceed to enquire 

Secondly, whether by reforming manifeft Er- 
rors, without Jjcave from the Church of Rome^ we 
arc guilty of 5i:i>i/«, and thereby ftand juftly ex- 
pofed to the Sentence of Excommmicatien and Dam- 
vation. 

The Connection certainly is not very obvious be- 
twixt the Reformation of manifeft Errors, and the 
Guilt of Scbifm. Let us fee by what Medium the 
Church of Rome wouJd prove mem to fee ^Jaa ^as*- 
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Their Pope claims a Supremacy over the Univer- 
fal Church of Chrift, as Head of it ; and on this 
Foundation afTumes Authority over the particular 
Church of England^ pretending to (eparate her from 
the Communion of ChrilVi Body ; As the cor- 
rupted Church of God, under the Government of 
the Pharifees, treated the firft Chriftian Reformers, 
and pul them out of the Synagogues. From our De- 
nial of fuch Supremacy they reproach us with 
Scbijm^ and ring m our Ears the Guilt and Danger 
of it. 

Their Claim is publick and notorious, as is 
evident from the Acknowledgment of their Doc- 
tors ', " We acknowledge a Head eftablifhed by 
** God, to conduft his whole Flock in his Paths ; 
<« which Head is the Pope as Succeflbr of St, Pe- 
<«' ter^ the Prince of the Apoftles, and that the 
*' Papal Chair is the common Centre of all Chri^ 
•* ftian Unity*' !^ Which is agreeable to their Ca- 
techifm publifhed by the Trent Fathers, " The 
*' Pope, (fay they,) has by divine Right, not by 
** human Conftitutions, a fupreme Degree of Dig, 
♦' nity and Jurifdidion over the Univerfal Church 
^< as P^/^'s Succeflbr, fitting in his Chair, and as 
«« Vicar of Chrift ^•• Confonant to the Conftitu-r 
tion of Boniface VIII. ** There is but one Catho* 
** lick Church, out of which there is no Salvation 5 
*' Our Blefled Saviour made Peter ^ and his Sue- 
«' ceflbrs his Vice^rgerents, and Heads of thatChurch \ 
*• and to be fubjeft to the Pope of Rome is abfo- 
** lutely neceflTary to Salvation ^" This was ratified 
by the Lateran Council confirmed by Leo X ; and 
is required by Oath to be received, believed, and 



» DeMeaiVX, ** Part.2. dc Ordiuis^ Sacramento, %. 91. 
f DsLt. Romsik. D. 1301. 
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profefled by all Bifhops, Canons, Dignitaries, atl 
Regulars of whatever Order, all who have Cure of 
Souls, all who profefs and teach any of the liberal 
Arts, Laicks as well as Clerks. All thefe therefore 
are fworn to believe us Schifmaticks, and in a State 
of Damnation. 

In vain do we plead in our Excufe, that the Errors 
which we reformed were fuch, as we could not 
continue to profefs without violating our Confci- 
cnces : they tell us in Anfwer, " If the Pope ftiouJd 
*' err in commanding Vices, and forbidding Virtues, 
** the Church would be bound to believe Vices to 
" be good^ and Virtues to be bad^.^* 

So that it is a loft Cafe with us, if the Church of 
Rome may fit as Judge. We therefore appeal from- 
her arbitrary Decifions to the Great Judge and com- 
mon Mafter of Her and Us. The Church of En- 
gland plays not with the Guilt of Shifm, nor flights 
the Punijhment of it. She acknowledges the Holy 
Cathotick Churchy which is Chrift's one Body^ ani- 
mated by one Spirit^ on whofe gracious Affiftanco 
and A/Iurahces is built the one Hope of our Callings 
fubjeA to one Lord^ m the Unity of one Faith^ by 
the Admifliion of one Baptifm^ to the Glory of one 
God and Father of all. Ephes. iv. 4, 5, 6. 

To feparate and cut ourfelves off from the Com- 
munion of this Holy Catholick Churchy would be in- 
deed a moft deadly Sehifm ; and to be defer vedly 
thrown out of it a Punifhment that I would depre- 
cate with Prayers and Tears, and earneftly endea- 
vour to be reftored again. As we are charged with 
this Sin by the Church 6{ Rome, it becomes us to 
confider, whether we are guilty or not : If we are, 
that we may return to its Bofom again ; if we are 
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not, that we may juftify ow Separation to our owir 
Confciences, and againft their Attacks ; that we may 
Jiandfaft in the Liberty wherewith Chrift bath made 
us free J and be not entar^kd again with the Tohe of 
Bondage y Gal, v. i. 

They lay their Foundation by definine Scbifitf to 
be a THviJion from the true Church % which may be 
committed by a Bivifionfrom a particular Church '. 
But, I. This Divifion is ftated too generally ; for 
Perfons may be feparated from a true Churchy and 
yet be no Schifmadcks. The Jewijh Church,' 
though corrupted, was, I prefume, a true Ole^ 
ptherwife our Saviour would not have commuinr- 
cated with it : But when They put the Chriftisms 
out of their Synagogues, and cut them off from 
their Communion, wch Separation did not 'make 
the Chriftians Schifmaticks. In like manner, when 
the Church of Rome thruft us from them, and cut 
us off* from their Fellowfliip by horrid Anathema's, 
fuch Excommunication of theirs, though it fepara^ 
ted and divided us from them, was certainly no 
Schifm in us : It was l^hey who made the Rent, 
not We. We muft therefore mend the Definidon, 
and fay, that Schifm is a voluntary Divjfian from a 
true Church. Wherefore fo far as our SepamUod 
is upon Compulfimj fo far they muft acquit us. But 
they will refer us to the Caufe of this E^commmtt? 
cation, which was, that we refufcd their T^ms of 
Communion before they cut us oflF, and in fo do- 
ing made a voluntary Divifion from theA. , Where- 
fore it muft be farther obferved, that 

Neither is every voluntary Divifion from a true 
Church Schifm. When Paul was at Ephefus^ ho 
went into the Synagogue^ and [pake boldly for the Space 
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of three Mofltbsr ^p^ff^g and perfuadmg the things 
concerning the Kingdom of God. But when divers 
were hardened^ and believed 'HOt^ hut fpah Evil of 
that WcFf hfore the Multitude^ be departed frorn^ 
tbenfj and feparated the Difciples^ Acts xix. 8, 9. 
So when the Roman Corruptions in Doftrine and 
Worlhip were, warmly dtfjpotcd ag^inft, and a Re- 
formation of thofe Corruptions earncftly recom- 
mended and entreated, they, like the Epbefians^ 
hardened' themfelves, and inftead of reforming, e- 
ftablifhed their Errors, and fpokc Evil of thofe 
well-meant Reprefentations and Admonitions. It 
then became our Duty, like the Difciples, to fepa- 
rate from them^ that we might have Opportunity 
to reform ourfelves. Otherwife we muft have 
been Partakers with them in their Idolatries and 
Impieties ; for they would not receive us to exter- 
nal Communion* with them; 'liut upon fuch wicked 
Terms : nay we mnft, moreover, have involved' 
dur^ehres in the Guilt of Hypocrify and Pcijury, 
prbfefling, and fwe^ng to believe as true, is^hat 
we knew to be falfe. When, the Communion of a 
Chprch impofes fuch Terras, it is certainly our ' 
Duty to refufe thofe Terms: and if the Confe- 
quence of a Refofal in that cafe be a Separation ne- 
cefferily, fuch Separation cannot be a Sin, becaufe 
•it is^commanded, R^v. xviii. 4, .Come out of her my 
People^ tbaU ye be not Partakers of her Sins. A 
Teset, which will abfolve us, in general^ by the 
unchangeable Truth of its Principle, and juftify 
our Separation from Rome^ in particular^ if the con- 
cutrent Opinion of fome of the Fathers, feveral of 
the Papifts, and many of the Proteftants may be 
relied on, agreeing that Rome is meant in that 
Paf&ge ^. We mdl therefore once more corred 

f TcAimonU ex variis authonbu& cqW^Ql^^ ^^^-wsv ^-j^^- 
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the t}efinidon, and make it a caufelefsj as well as it 
voluntary Divifion from a true Church, jtn the l>e* 
finition they indeed fay, 7be true Church ; but in 
their Arguments always mean their own pariicular^ 
which has been charitably hoped, notwithftanding 
it*s Errors, to be ^ true Church, From fuch a one 
every Divifion is not Schifm. But 

II. ^he true Church means the Catholick or Unu 
verfal Church of Chrift, not the Roman CatboUck^ 
or Part of it. The true Catholick Univerial Church 
muft be One, containing all the Parts of it : which 
not any particular Church on Earth can do, no» 
nor all the Chriilian Churches difperfed over the 
Face of the whole Earth, together, can do. For 
it comprehends the general Ajfembfy^ from the l^irft- 
born in it, the Apoftles, and all who from that 
Time to the End of the World have their Names 
written in Heaven^ Heb. xii. 23. To which 
Church all the true Believers on Earth are united^ 
and make a Part of it only. The Union of this 
Catholick Church is, that they have been incorpo- 
rated into this one Bo^fy by the Sacrament of one £^ 
tifm\ having the fame Symbol of Communion^ 
one Faith •, united to the fame Head, one Lord ^V- 
fus Chrift. From this true Church, as wie can have 
no Caufc, fo neither will we voluntarily feparate : 
And, which is happy for us, the Curfe of Rom^ 
cannot cut us oiF, or excommunicate us from it. 

In a reftrained Senfe, however, the true Church 
may mean thie Catholick Church militant here on 
Earth •, not in this, or that particular Place, in 
Antioch or Alexandria^ in Rome^ or England^ but all 
the Faithful, wherever di(perfed over the whole 
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World. l*he fiohds of eflential tJnion with this 
ChurchjCan be no other than thofe beforementioned, 
which make the Union of the whole : They muff 
h2iVQ one Lord^ one Fait by one Baptifmi The(e ef- 
fential Points you will find mentioned in almoft all 
St. Paulas Epiftles in brief, or at large ; as, To the. 
Saint Sy and faithful Brethren in Cbrift^ Col. i. 2, 
To the Saints^ thofe fet apart, and confecrated by 
Baptifm ; d.nd faithful Br ethren^ profeflSrig the fame 
Faith ; in Chrift^ under one Lord Jefus. So again, 
To the Saints which are at Ephefus^ and to the Faith'^ 
fuU in Chrift Jefus ^ Ephes. i. i. Thefe only be- 
long to the Ellence of the true Catholick Church. . 
I. We have been engrafted, and incorporated 
into this Church by Bapttfm ; according to the Rite 
prefcribed by Chrift himfelf, by the outward Ele- 
ment of Water, and Confecration to Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft ; the Form in which the Faithful* 
now in Heaven were admitted. Upon this Foun- 
dation, laid by Chrift, our Adverfaries have built 
Wood^ and Hay y and Stubble: We have restored 
this Sacrament to it*s primitive Simplicity and Puri- 
ty ; and leave their Superftrudhire of Spittle5 and 
Salt, and Candles, and I know not what Rubbifh, 
to abide the Fire as it may. Yet, as they retain 
the Foundation, we do not deny them to be ^ true 
Church. To which Charity of ours they are more 
beholden, than they are to the DoHrines of their 
own •, for according to that, which holds the In* 
tention of the Prieft to be neceflary in Baptifm \ 
they not only add an unwarrantable Condition^ 
but make it impoffible for any one in their Com- 
munion to know whether he is a Member of the 
Catholick Church, or not. So that in this Point 
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our Church was before Luther, where it has ^n 
/tncie : only we hatre ftript it df lome combuftitlc. 
Matter, which niieht endanger tijie Foundation. 
• 2. We profefs the fame Fdthj ' or Form of found 
fFbrds^ which the Firift-born, who are written in 
tteaven, profeffed before us : Whether, as fuin- 
xnarily inclii4ed in the Inftitution of Baptifm, or 
more explicitly drawn forth in the Apoftles Creed; 
which we, and every Chriftian Church in ihk 
World do profefs when admitted into the Flock ctf 
Chrift, The Nicene and Athanafian add no xxt^ 
Articles, only (as Herefies arofe) explain the Sepjfe 
of the Apoftles Creed : Thefe we likewife receive 
with the reift of the Chriftian Churches. Nay 
^ome itfelf at Baptifm requires no other than* the 
Apoftles Creed to be profeffed ; and at the CbuncH 
of Trent^ they niade their Confeffion by a Repeti- 
tion of the Nicene^ which they eftabliihed as the 
formal Faith of the Church or Rome \ that Fait^ 
which is the Principle of Chrifiian Unity *. In thii 
Point therefore we are not feparated from the truf 
Church^ our Adverfaries themfelves being Judgcik 
Indeed 18 Years afterwards they drew wp anptbet^ 
Crebd, fluffed up with many other Articles unfiip- 
ported by Scripture, nay contrary to it, which thcj 
Saints in Heaven n^ver profefled, and never hear4 
6f i and yet they damn all, who refufe to fubfcribQ 
to them. The avoiding fuch vain and profane 
tabling can be no Schifm. Thofe, who profef^ 
£hem, we leave to arifwer for themfelves : not un- 
ihurching them for this Reafon-, becaufe, %vitb 
thefe unjuftifiable Additions, they alfo hold thQ 
true Faith. Here again we know where ouri 
piurch was before Lutber^ namely, wherever thi 
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ttnt Faith was profefled over the whole Earth : 
But if they will make the Roman Creed the Cba^ 
ra£f& of their Church, they will be more puzzled 
to anfwer, where was ibeir Church before Luther f 
Becaufe that Creed was not framed till 1 8 Years 
after Luther was dead. 

3. Wc hold the fame Lord and Head, Jefus 
Chrifty of whom the whole Family as well in Heaven 
as in Earth are named^ Ephes. v. 15. Him, and 
ho other, God gave to be Head over all Things to 
the Churchy which is his Body^ Ephes. 1. 22. from 
wham the whole Body is fitly joined together, chap, iv, 
i6. He only can be Head of the true Church, 
whbie Years (hall not fail ; and to which all the 
Members of it can be joined, and fubjeA. Now, 
it will be difficult to perfuade one's felf, that the 
Saints in Heaven are fubjed to the Pope of Rome. 
i^fiid if the Saints in Heaven have one Lord, and 
the Faithful on Earth another, then the Catholick 
urch is no longer One, but Two, under feparate 
eads. They therefore who fet up another Head 
^deChrift, divide the Church, and make the 
hifm. However our Adverfaries do, in Words^ 
confers Chrift, when they call their Pope the Fi^ 
car of Chrift : And we accept their Confeflion fa 
i^, as to hope it is fincere enough to keep them 
Members of the Church, how inconfiftent foevec 
their general Tenets may be with the Acknowledg- 
ment of one Lord only, Jefus Chrift. But their 
joining Ang^'s with him in religious Worfhip, 
(how much more the joining of Images and Re- 
KqMcs?) will, if we believe St. Paul, draw upon 
them a Sufpicion at leaft of not holding the Head, 
CoL. ii. 19. And when they fay, that though 
our Blefted Saviour was chiefly that fundamental 
Rock on which the Church is founded, yet Peter 
and the Popes of Rjome {ucct^d^^\i»x'^^i^'^^- 
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cars, with fupreme Power ' ; that Peters, and crm 
Succeflbr of his, was conftituted iupreme Hea4 
Prince, and Monarch of the Univerfkl Church'; 
and at the fame time argue, as they did againft 
Queen Elizabeth^s Supremacy, that fupreme \s a- 
bove all, not Chrift nor his Church excepted— 
they certainly feem to mean to depofe Chrift fhxn 
being fupreme Head, and to clap the Pope in his 
Stead. Nay their STr^^/ Catechiim declares, that 
Chrift left him plainly the fame Power " over the 
whole Church, as He himfelf had. Is not this re- 
moving Chrift, and invefting the Bifhop of Rom 
with his Authority ? And, in juft Conlequence erf 
this blafphemous Opinion, the Giois on their Ca- 
non Law tells us, that the Pope is fometbing pfori 
than Man °. Another calls him, on Earth we fu- 
preme Deity °. And another Glofs, Our Lord GOD 
the Pope P. And whatever he fhall determine and' 
decree, is to be received as if God himfelf bad de- 
creed it \ 

Now becaufe we refufe to acknowledge this iin- 
pioufly ufurped Supremacy of their Pope, (which 
by God's Grace we will continue to do ib long 9gk 
we live ;) confefling that Jefus Chrift is LorOj te 
the Glory of God the Father^ Phil. ii. 1 1. for this 
Reafon are we treated as Schifmaticks, and excom- 
municated 5 for this Reafon DiotrepheSy who loveth 
to have the Preeminence among tbem^ receivetb us 



^ Summa poteftate. Menochius in Matth. ' Tirinus In 
Match. « Part i. Artie. 9. 5- »5- " Ncc Dcus es, 
nee Homo, quafi neuter es, .inter utrumqae. GloiTa ad Pifooem.' 
Clement, verbo Papa, ^ Supremum in Terris Numen. Sia» 
fittoft, P JDominum Deum noftrum Papam. GloiTa ad 
Cap. cum inter 4. verbo declaramus. ^ Quod ille (Petri 
SuccefTor) a Cathedra decreverit, habendum eft tanquam ab 
ipfo Deo decretum. Tirinus in Matth. 
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not J and forbiddetb them that would^ and eaftetb us 
ottt of the Church , JoH.ili. 9, 10. But I truft we 
are no more cut off from the true Church by their 
Cenfures, than St. John was by thofe of jpiotrephes. 
Yet we excommunicate not the Bifhop of Rome^ or 
his Flock *, we admit them to be a Part, though but 
a Part, and an extremely corrupted Part of the Ca» 
tholick Church ; and Him to be, by Virtue of 
Chrift*s Commiffion,Bifliop of the particular Church 
of Rome ; and, by Virttie of human Grants and In- 
dulgences, 10 have a Precedency before all other 
Biftiops in the World •, and a Supremacy of Jurit 
diftion in fuch Territories, as the^fame human 
Powers which firft conferred them» are ftill willing 
to allow him* 

Whoever breaks the Unity in any one of thofe 
abovementioned Particulars, " is not baptized," 
" rcjedls the Faith," " cafts ofFChrift from being 
** his Head," He is no longer a Chriftian, but 
rends, or keeps himfelf divided from the true Ca- 
tholick Invifible Church, and fhould, if he has 
been admitted into it, by Excommunication be cut 
off from the Vifible. But it is manifeft, that in none 
of thefe Bonds of eflehtial Union are we divided 
fix)m the true Church ; and confequently fo far we 
are no Schifmaticks. 

, III. However we are farther told, and we ac- 
knowledge it to be true, *' that Schifm may be 
** committed by dividing from a particularChurch'/* 
To judge of the Nature, and proportionable Guilt 
and Danger of this Sin, it may be obfcrved, that 
as there is an Union which is ejfential^ the Breach 
of which is a Divifion from the Church, and the 
Effedt is fpiritual Death in the divided Member \ . 
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which IS the Schifm that has been akeady confir 
dered : So there is alfo an Union which is a Duiy^ 
the Breach of which is a Divifion in the Churchy 
and the EiFcft is fpiritual Difeajjrrm the dividing- 
Member; and this is the Schifm ivlflR is moft s& 
rierally meant. The Perfons guilty of it, like other 
difpbedient Sinners, may be Chriftians, tho* wicked' 
ones : They do in feveral Degrees and Meafures^ 
ifnpoflible to be afcertained, deprive themfelv^es. of- 
the Communications of Grace, fo as fometimes to 
c6afe to be living Members of Chrift's invidble 
Church, and yet, through an Excefs of Charity 
tt Falfenefs of Judgment, may be fuiFered to con- 
tinue undivided, though withered, Branches of the 
vifible Church : Others again, through a Want of 
Charity or Falfenefs of Judgment, may be deemed 
dead Branches, and fo cut off from external Com- 
munion, and yet receive Communications of Life 
and Grace, by an inward Communion with the In- 
vifible Church. 

The firft kind of Union regarded the Sulftance^ 
this the Influences of Chriftianity ; it is not fufficient 
that the Branch be in the Vine, unlefs reciprocal 
Communications quicken it and give it Vigor to 
produce Fruit. For this End Chrift has appointed 
a Miniftry, that by them the Body as by Joints, and 
Bands having Nourijhment minijlered^ and knit to^ 
get her, make Increafe with the Increafe of God. Col. 
ii; 19. And the Ufefulnefs of thefe Communica- 
tions fhews the Importance of conneding the Parts 
by fuch Joints and Bands, and the Danger of a 
Difunion. As will be more clearly feen in the foir 
lowing Inftances : 

/* !• One End for which the Miniftry was inftituted 
was to convey Nouriftiment and Increafe from the 
Head to the Members, by difpenfing God*s^P^J 
and Sacramef^s : To anfwer this End, we retain thp 

"■ ^ ' Scrittur^s 
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Scriptures' without Addition or Diminution ; w« 
read them i^ our Churches, as they were wrote 
and intended to be read, in the Language underftood - 
by them to whom they are addrefled ; we interpret 
them agreeably to the primitive Fathers, and the 
four earlieft general Councils : endeavouring at fuch^ 
FeUowfhip of the Spirit^ as may make ns of one '^c-^ 
€ard^ of one MSnd. I^hil. ii. i, 2. Difference of 
Opinion muft follow from the Difference of Capa- 
city, Diligence, and Difpofition of the Difciple ;■ 
but while fuch Difference of Opinion is maintained 
with Meeknefi, and in Points not contrary to the 
Decifions of our regular Superiors, it is no blameable 
Divifion, breaks not the Unity which is enjomed, 
nor intercepts the Communications of Wifdomy«/-. 
^cienl to make us wife to Salvation, But faving 
Knowledge cannot be fo freely conveyed,, where the.; 
People rend themfelves from their Inftrudlors, re- 
jeft the written Word, or defpife it as Letter-learp-, 
ing, and feek out new Channels of their own In- 
vention, and rely upon the Guidance of an inward 
Light : Or, where the Inftrudors check the Con-, 
veyance to the People by forbidding the Scriptures 
to be read by them in private,and dealing them out 
in publick in a ftrange Language, and interpreting . 
them contrary to the ancient and primitive Doc- 
trines.' As in the former Cafe, by imbibing the 
moft mdigefted and diffimilar Opinions they deform;, 
the Simplicity and Beauty of any particular Church , 
in which they happen •, fo the Union which refults - 
ftpni the Management of the latter, which our Ad- . 
ver&ries are fo weak to bcaft of, is equally difgraceful 
and prejudicial : it is like the Agreement of the com- 
mon People in vulgar Errors ; they have heard fo, ^ 
aiul believe fo, bei^ufe they know no);hing of the 
Matter.' . Ctmttvia Truths are no more conveyed . 
to' the* One, than 'Txatura\ T'tu-Ooa x.o\JwtO'vie«x^ 
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Such Management may create Unity of Errmr^ tint 
will never produce Unity oi found DoSrine. They 
become weak, fickly, and impoverifhed Branches 
for want of due Nourifliment. 

With regard to the Sacrament of fpiritual Growthf 
we adminifter it, as Chrift inftituted it, by the Con- 
feilion of our Accufers. We are one Bread and one 
Bod^j as we are all Partakers of that one Bread, 
I Cor. X. 17. And are hereby made to drink all into 
one Spirit. 1 Cor. xii. 13. This Union is greatly 
weakened by the People^ when they feparate theni-r 
fclves from the Communion of the Body of Chrift 
through Negledl, or under Pretence that they want 
that Holinefs, which it was inftituted to be a Means 
of promoting : And likewife by the Spiritual Go^ 
vemors when they defraud the Laity of one half of 
this Sacrament, contrary to our Saviour's exprefs 
Command, contrary to the Praftice of the primi- 
tive Chriftians, and contrary to the Pradkice of ali 
other Churches in Chriftendom. 

2. Another End for which the Miniftry was in- 
ftituted, was to convey from the Members to the 
Head their Returns in the Offerings of Prater and 
Praife. This Union in Religious Worlhip is ofteq 
mentioned ; They continued with one Accord in Prayer, 
and Supplication. Act. i. 14. Th^ continued daiif 
with one Accord in the Temple ^-r-^praifing God^ Act. 
ii. 46, 47. With one Mind^ and one Mouth glorifying 
Gody Rom. xv. 6. We therefore have publick Praye? 
and Thankfgiving, in a prefcribed Form, and iri 
a known Tongue, that the whole Englifh Church, 
however divided in place^ may yet join with one 
JMind and one Mouth in the fame reafbnable Service, 
And this Form compiled from the Primitive Litur^ 
gies, that we might, as near as pofUble. agree with 
all tChriftian Churches : And fo inofPenfively framed, 
tJifit though fbrne of its; Compilers teftified their 
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Abhorrence of Popifti Supcrftitions by their Deaths, 
yet the Papifts themfelves did a long Time confe& 
its Excellence by joining in it, till, being forbidden 
by the Bifhop of Rome^ they withdrew their Obe- 
dience from their En^lifl) Governors to whom it 
was due, and paid it to a Stranger to whom it was 
not due. And beiides this Schifm, of which the 
EngUJh Papifts are guilty In dividing from a parti* 
cuUr Church of which' they ought to be Members ; 
even in the Service of Rome the Union of Mind, 
which. is required in Religious Worfhip, is broken 
by its being performed in an unknown Tongue ; 
for it is impoffible for them to join with one Mind in 
thofe Prayers and Praiies which they underftand 
nothing of. Beiides of this Half-ijoorfhip^ at the 
beft, the Worfhip of the Spirit without the Un- 
dcrftanding, how great a Part is diverted /r^w 
God and Chrift, by their Invocation of Saints and 
Angels, and their idolatrous Worfhip of Images and 
Keliques ? 

3. Thefe Means and Inflruments of Conveyance 
make another Bond of Unity in the Church, which 
is the Unity of Government and Difcipline. Chrifl 
is Head of the Church, which he governed . with 
(bpreme Authority in Perfon while on Earth : And 
when his Departure prevented him from the future 
vifible Exercife of it, he appointed his Apoftles to 
fucceed to it, with Right to delegate it ; They con- . 
fecrated Bifhops and Priefls, with Deacons to af- 
fift, as the Encreafe and Occafions of the Church 
requited. Such Government has always obtained 
in the Church 5 I mean a Prefbytery in a limited 
Diflria, with a Prefident over them, afTifted by an . 
inferiorOrdcrofMiniflers: where thefe Powers are 
^arrantably derived, it matters not by what Name 
they are called, Afofiles^ BifbopSj Overfeers^ Super^ 
intcndtmth ?afriarcbs or Pi^ci\ Teacber$<»¥<4^^^ 
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Pfiep or Elders. But a Sdiifm is madef wKen i^' 
divide from our own particular Church by' a" /Mr-' 
thus Refufal to Tubmit to our lawfully itrftttiited 
Governors ; or by a tyrannous Ufurpation- of Au- 
thority never committed to Us. tPi are cfaatged 
by the Biftiop of Rom^j as guilty in the firft QUe ; 
while we recriminate, and fay the Schifm, if any 
be, is theirs in the fecond Cafe. We defend oof- 
feives, in that we have a regular Ordtnationf and 
Succeffion of Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons,- to 
whofe fpiritual Adminiftration in Things (acred we 
fubmit ourfelves: They fay, that all thefe fpiritual 
Minifters, together with the People, ought to be 
fubjeft to the Biftiop of Ronie ; who, they (aV, Wm ' 
left by Chrift asthe Univerfal Biftiop, and' Gover- 
nor of all Chriftendom. A great Claith ! liet us' 
htar how they would maintain it. 
• I. They urge Chrift's Appointment : — If they 

?ove that, I will fubmit, in Spite of a Pramunire. 
hey attempt to prove it thus; Chrift in vcftcd* 
Peter with this Supremacy and Monarchy -, PrfSer 
was Biftiop of Rome ; his SucceflTors in that See fuc- 
ceed to his full Power. Every Part deftitute of 
Proof! Have they, as SucceflTors of St. Peter his 
fiill Powers ? Peter had the infufed Habit of fpeak- 
ing with Tongues, and of working Miracles ; let 
them produce thefe Seals of their Commiflion, and 
we obey. 

Or will they confine the Grant to fiipreme JuriC- 
diftion ? Then it is to be obferved, that if Succeflion ' 
to P^/^r gives this Jurifdiftion, we muft invefl: the' 
Biftiop of Antioch with it, becaufe Peter was Biftiop" 
there feven Years, as fay our Adverfaries. 

Perhaps theiy will tell us, that St. Peter trans- 
furred this fiipreme Jurifaiftion from Antioeb to' 
Rxmfty atid^ldt^it as the Privilege of his Siicceflbr 
bthat'Scd'^ Biit that he transferred any Juriifaic?*^ 



[[413?]] 

fiofi; ftojOB Auinb to: Rme }» nof prcWied^: , Nay' 
that he Vf^ BUhop of iZtffi^^o^ ever there^ is great- 
ly quef^pned.: and whtf. iar worfe than all, .P2/^ 
htmfelf ne^er- had Wf' foch?rupreme JurifdlftiQn 
over the whole Churchy as they pretend to« 

Tih^f ground this Gljum on the following Pa& 
fstgft^ ; Tixm ^art Peter, ^^i 6vy this Rock 1 will build ' 
nif Chwrch[: Math. xvj. iZ. To underftand the 
predfe Meaning of tbi^ Rocky we mufthave rc- 
CQurfe to the Langu^gge in which our Sa?iour fpoke, 
in which, Peter's Name? was Cephas^ . ibou palt he 
calledf^h^,wbicbjsiy'Inierprefati(m'aS/one^ Joh. 
i. 4.2, ftosk Cepba in th^ SyrtacicvCbaldaiek.TonffjiR 
iignifyiag a Rock or Stjooe: Not<»ry'Rock or Stone» 
but properly a crooked f or angular one^ fit for a 
Cprner-ftone to conned^ and ftrengthen the Build- 
ing^. The Metaphor : therefore is not as a Rock for . 
a Foundation to fuppprt the wbole Buildmg, but as 
a iCon^er-ftpne to conne(5t with> and in par f fup*- 
port the.reft of th^ Building... This principal Word 
being, expl^tied, we mer the. better prepared to find: 
out the Meaning of theP^flage in Str Maitbewi 
and if of two probable Interpretations we cannot 
certainly determine which is the true one, yet we 
(ball be able to fee what nufy - be, and what coHuot 
be; the meaning of it. 

.Our Saviour afks allhis. Apoftlca, whom Men 
thought him to be ? They inform him of the va- 
rious Reports which prevailed about him. Ht then 
alks them their own Opinion. Whether they he- 



^ Wtence among the CbaUea their Utira RgaHkr^ or 
Letters which would join or connect with others were called ' 
nenSD; And Wp was an-Arch, Vaolt, Roof, or Pent- 

ho^ei and. hence from: its crooked Foxm the. Letter 9 or 



[ 44 1 

fitated, or $imwfs ever prompt Spirit got tbe Sftut^ 
He firft replies, Tbm art Cbrifty the Son oftbeko^ 
ing God ; explaining by the latter Words what he 
thought of the Meffias. Our Saviour tells lum tfait 
this true and ready Confeffion fhall derive Honour 
to him, in Memory of which he (hall have a new 
Name given him, alluding to the CharaAer of that 
Confeflion which b the Corner-ftone in the CEconomy 
of Chriftian Faith. But as it was not yet Time to 
publifh the Truth to the World, he enjoins his DiC> 
ciples Silence on this Point for the prefent, charg- 
ing them to tell no Man thai He was Jefus the 
Christ, or Messias, F^/20. And This, one 
of their principal Champions,theProfeflbr ofDowaf^ 
acknowledges to have been the Interpretation of 
many of the Fathers, and of four feveral Popes', 
to which others might have been added ", Nay 
their Trent Council decreed, that the Confeffion of 
. Faith was the firm and only Foundation *. Though 
the Trent Caiecbifm- publUhed by the fame Autho* 
rity explains it of the Perfon of Peter ^. This In* 
conjifiency we leave their infallible Church to digeft ' 
as it can ; and what cannot its Stomach gorge ! 
But the Authority of half a dozen Popes, and the 
Council of Trentj we think fufficient Arguments 
againft a Popifti Adverfary to prove that the P^- 
fon of Peter is not meant by this Rockj and conie- 



* Stapkion, • * Per PitraMf Confeffionem Fidei intelligant 
Chfy/ofimus, Cyrillm, Hilarius, 8c Rom. Pontifices, Leo Magmti^ 
AgatbOf Nicolaujf Sc Adrianus primus in fuis Decretalibus. Prim* 
cep. Fidei Doff, Demon ft, CoMtrover/. 2. /. 6. r. 2. /. 207, 2o8. 

^ Falix III- Sc Job. VIII. Vid. Scrm. I. p. 5. « Syno- 
dus fUtuit, praemittendam efle Confefllonein Fidei-— Symbo- 
lumFideis— — ^Fundamentum firmum ac (/ly/Vian, contra quod 
portae Infer! nunguam prsvalebunt. Seff. 3. Feb. 4. Ann. I546« . 

7 Catechifm ad Parochos pars i. Artie. S/mb. 9. J. iS'Mf^ 
Vinm adificat Ecclefiam. 
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quently- no Univerfal Supremacy, conferred oh him 
by our Saviour's Declaration in this Paflage. 

If it be interpreted of the Perfon of Peter ^ the 
Meaning muft be this ; This early Confeflion of 
thine &!iX procure thee this Honour, to be laid a 
Comer-ftone firft after rae m the building of my 
Church, in which with (everal co-ordinate ones, 
you ftiall fupport Tour Part, and They Theirs ; but 
m Honour of being firft laid after me, you ihall be 
called by a Name ngnifying that Firmnefs and Apt* 
neis required in fuch Corner-ftones. 

This nutf be the Meaning, becaufe it is confonanC 
with other Scriptures : But that Peter is the Rock 
on which the H^ole Church is built, or the Chief 
Corner-ftone which gives Diredion and Rule to the 
whole Plan, and Superftru(5lure cannot be meant ; 
becaufe it is exprefsly contradiAed by feveral Scrip- 
tures. St. Peter himfelf, to whom the Declaration 
was made, afTures us diat Chrift was the chief Cor- 
ner-fione^ and the Head of the Corner, i Pet. ii. 
6, 7." And in the Vifions of St John^ the Wall of 
the City of God bad twelve Foundations j and in them 
the Names of the twelve Jpoftles of the Lamb^ Rev^ 
xxi. ^4. Where St. Peter's Stone, place it where 
you will in the Square, was but co-ordinate with 
the reft of the Apoftles. And St. Paul tells us. 
We are built ufon the Foundation of the Apoftles and 
Prophets^ Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief Comer- 
ft one. In whom all the Building fitly framed together^ 
graweth unto an Holy Temple in the Lord^ Ephes. ii. 
20, a I. Whence it appears that all the Apoftles 
)iad an ^ual Power in God's Houfe, and th^t 
none but Chrift had a Supremacy over the reft. 

Another Text, which they urge, immediately 
follows 5 And I will give unto thee the Keys of tbt 
Kingdom of Heaven^ wbatfoever thou fhalt bind on 
Earthy fhall be bound in Hea^en^ and w^a^pcger tbou. 
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fiaU lo&fe on Ear^yjfhaU be Jorfed in Heavin^ Matt: 
xvi. 19* Upon whidh, hys Bellarmnej **ttot6 
♦* whom the Keys of a-Qty are delivered, he is 
^ appointed the King, at ieaft the Governor of it, 
*♦ 4to admit and ftiut out whom he pleafcs. fbe 
•♦ Keys define his Power ; Loojmg and Bindit^ the 
f« Office belonging to it/* But thettifeiv^ ac- 
knowledge, that the Ancients by an unanittHDOS 
Gonfent fey, that thefe Keys were given to the 
whole Qwrch in the Perfon of Peter *. There^ 
fore the unanimous Confent of Antiquity is con- 
fefled by them to be againft St, PtteT^% Suprem^y 
as founded upon this Text. And befides, that 
Scripture mforms us the other Apoftles received 
the feme Power and Gommiffion, John- xx. 22, 23. 
the Council of *Frent defines that the Power of the 
Keys was mven to all Priefts "", and proves it from 
this very Paflage **, upon which they- pretend to 
build $t. P^ter^s peculiar Privilege and Supremacy. 
Their laft Text is in Chriffs Words to Simt^^ 
Teed wy Sheep ^ John xix. i€. That it was Peter^s 
Duty to feed the Sheep or Flock of Chrift wc Vetjr 
readily grant ; but we are well afHired that he wasi 
not the only Paftor whofe Duty it was to do fo. 
St. Paul eigoins the Elders of Epbefus^ Take heed d 
alt the Flock over the which the Holy Ghoft bath modi 
youOverfiirSy to feed the Church of God^ A^T. xx. 28. 
And St. Peter himfelf acknowledges that' he was 
but equal with others in this iJuty ; The Elders- 
which are among you^ I exhort^ who am alfo *" an EU • 
Ar,orFeHow-Elder,— F/rrtf/J&^F/(7r*(7/Gc7i, 1 t^ET. 
V. 1,2. And both the Gatechifm ^ and Council «" 



^ Dm Pin <e atitiq.ua Ecclefiac Bifc. DiOert. iir. c. i. ftd. i. 

* ^S. i^ de Pcenitenta. cap. 5. ^ De Poeaitentid*. 

cap. 6. * *0 ffVfA'j^iffQvTi'^, ^ fart. 2. DeOrdin. Sacramt 
f . 5 1 • * Condi. Trident, Seff. 21 . de Refdrmat. cap. i . 
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rfTr^^ajcc it the Duty .qf all Bifhops, and eveiy 
one wjbo Hath Cure q£ ^uls, ,hy .Dime Cpxncnand 
to rule and feed the Sheep of Chnft. Confequently 
^fe Words contain a Vpy common to all the A- 
poftl^ and their Succdilprs, not a Granf peculiar 
to Pefcr^^ jSLud the Pope. W^^ierefore from all the 
&:nptures which they produce, we infer, in the 
^y^rds. of one of their Cardinals'. *» We knoy. 
*' that St. Peler did not receive more Power from 
*> dmft than the other Apoftles y for nothing was 
^ j£dd to Peter 9 which was not alfo faid to the 
¥ pth&x^i '• Therefore adds he, " We rightly fay,. 

V tfaiat ^ the Apoilles were ec^al to Pefer la 

V Power/* However if they cannot make good 
&e I'bpe's Claim to Supremacy from the authen* 
tic Records of Scrip lure j they plead Prafcription. 

II. Kow as to the Precedence given to the 
See d£ Rome by ancient Xhriftian Writers, and 
Councils, We likewife grant it, becaufe *Ibey gave 
it, !• c. a Precedence among Equals. The Reafon 
diiey a^n is, becaufe Rome was the Royal City <« 
In the ^^inning they did generally follow the Di- 
viffon of the State^ in fetuing thp Government of 
the Church : Every particular City had its Masi- 
ftrate and Cpundl ^ and there the Church placed a 
Ilifliop and Frefbytery, or Chapter. As the City 
had an adjacent Territory within its Jurifdidtion, 
governed by fubordinate Magiftratcs in every Town 
and Village, all fuWed to the chief City Magiftrate § 
fo the Church had likewife Its Choroepifcopi, Pa- 
ftors. Teachers or Priefts in every Village and 
Town, fubjeft to the Bifliop of the City and ad- 
bcent Territory. Farther, as all the Gties of a 
rrovince were under the Authority of a fuperior 



1^ Cujknus. < Council of Ckaladotu 
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Magiftrate, a Praetor, or Proconful, who reiide^ 
in the Metropolis ; fo all the Bifhops of a Province 
were under an Archbifhop, or Metropolitan. Laftlf^ 
about Confimtini^s Time, fevcral Provinces wcr^ 
united into one Diocefe \ under an Exarch or Vi- 
car of the Roman Empire : So hx the Church alfc^ 
proceeded, for its more harmonious and fecure 
Government, and threw feveral Metropolitans un* 
der a Patriarch. By thefe Means and Degrees the 
Bi(hop of Rome grew to have JurifdiSiion over the 
Archbifhops and Bifhops within his Patriarchate^ 
or thofe ten Roman Provinces which, in the Civil 
Government, were fubjeft to the Vicarius Urbis ; 
and by Reafon of the Dignity of his Qty * he ob- 
teuned Precedence htfortj (but not JurifdiiJtion over,) 
all other Patriarchs. For their Privileges and Au- 
thority are referved to them by the feme Council 
of Nice^ which preferves and determines ^ thofe of 
the See of Rome. For the fame Reafon, when Gw- 
fidntinople was made the Reiidence of the Emperor, 
and grew to be the Royal City, the Bifhop of it 
Tofe from a Sufiragan to the rrimate of HeracUa 
into a Patriarch, and took Place of all the Patri- 
archs, next to Him of Rome^ by the Decrees of 
Two Councils ^ The Words of the latter run 
thus, ** Our Forefathers gave QU Rome her Pri- 
«* vileges in regard that (he was the Royal City : 
** And thofe 150 Biftiops (in the Council of Con-- 
'• Jiantinople) were moved^ith the fame Coniidera- 



^ According to the modem Ufe of the Word, Dieceft mesLnt 
i 6i(hop*s Jurifdidlion, lefs than a Province; but anciently it. 
fignified a Patriarch's Jurifdidtion, and lareer than a Province. 

^ Antiquae Romas 7 hrono quia Urbs ilia imperarat, jurt 
Patres dederunt Privilegia. ConciJ. Chaked. Can. 28. - 

^ Council of Nice. Canon. 6. Suburbicariarum Ecckfiarom 
foUicitudinem gerere. ^ Conftantinople, 6c Chalccdon. 
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tion to grant equal Privileges to the Epifi:opal 

Throne of New Rome ; judging it but reafonable, 
•* that the City which was honoured with the Royal 
" Seat 6f the Empire and Senate, and enjoyed the* 

feme Privileges with Old Rome in all Matters of a 
** Civil Nature, ftiould alfo be advanced to the! 
** fame Dignity in Ecclefiaftical Affairs, and be 
^* counted the Second in Order after her "." The 
Title odJniverfal Bifhop was never heard of till near 
^o Years after Chrift ; and then was firft claimed 
by the Bifhop of Conftantinople : His good Neigh- 
bour of Rome was offended at this arrogant Claim, 
and declared it was an Antichriftian Title. How- 
ever, foon after, his Succeflbrs affumed it ; and 
they now challenge as Chrijlian and Original^ a 
Title, undeniably New^ and in the Opinion of their 
elder Popes Antichriftian. But they flill fay the 
'Britijh Churches at leaft are fubjedl to the Pope's 
Jtirifdiftion, 

III. As being in Provinces within his Patriarchate. 
The Falfenefs of this Claim appears from this, that 
in the Divifion of the State the Britijh IJles were % 
diftinft Diocefe, (in the ancient Ufe of the Word) 
from the Diocefe of Italy^ much lefs was it con- 
tained within the Roman Prafe£lurey which was 
but a Part of the Italick Diocefe, and the Extent 
■ of the Patriarchate of the Pope. Accordingly a 



*" How hard this Canon bears againft the Pope's Supremacy 
in the Opinion of the Church of i^ojKr^, and what fcandalous 
i^rts they make ufe of to deceive, appears, i . from fome of 
their Writers learning out that Canon : and 2. from others cor- 
rapting it by a falfe Tranflation, and rendering Kcok hyfimitii^ 
mr^ta€vlB^» *Paf4in hyjuperior Rome, and x^ U tok ixxMo'tan* 
jeoK, by Non tamen in £ccle£afticis. 

£ learned 
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karned and ingenuous Writer " of their own, ex- - 
canpts Germany^ Spain^ France^ Britain^ jifrica,^^^ 
lllyricum^ and feven of the Jlalick Provinces from 
^ny Subjedion to the Roman Patriarch- Which is -^ 
cibnfirmed by Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, in which we ^^ 
^nd the Italick Provinces contendirig with the Bi- 
fiiop of Rome on this very Point, and denying his-^ 
Superiority (except that of Precedence) over them 2 
the DccrcQs^ of jifrican Councils, (over which Trad 
of Chrjfiendom the Romans would extend their 
Wejiern Patriarchate^) prohibiting all Appeals to 
Rcme^ and difowning its Jurifdidion : As did the 
French Syfaods alfo for 800 Years : And our Bri-' 
tifh Biftiops and Clergy A. D. 601. protefted a- 
gainft the Pope's Supremacy, when Auguftine the 
Monk required them to fubmit to it, as ap- 
Jjears by the Reply of Dinoth the Abbot of Ban- 
gor, ** The Britijh Churches, fays he, owe the 
*' Deference of Brotherly Kindnefs and Charity 
*' to the Church of God, and to the Pope (rf 
*« RomCy and to all Chriftians. But other Obedi- 
^^ ence than this, they did not know to be due 
to him, whom they called Pope, And for 
their Parts, they were under the Jurifdidion 
'f^ of the Bifhop of Caerleon upon UJk^ who, under 
•' God, was their Spiritual Overfeer, and Direc- 
'»' tor ^.** It is true, that by a bloody Maflacre of 
near i2co of thofe Clergy at that Time, and after- 
wards by various Arts and Oppreflions, the Popes 
fwallowed up the Britijh Churches in their ty- 
. ninnous Ufurpations j which we had a much bctt 






« Du Pin dc Difcfplin. Ecdef. Differt. 

5 SjHslman. Concil. Vol. i. p. iq8, ^09. j ' ' 
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t£r Right to fling off, and to a/Iert our Chriftjan 
liberty, than They had at firfl: to impofe, or when 
xiipofed to continue : According to a Decree ot 
^ Epbefirie Council, '* That no Bifliop fhall exer^ 
*• dfe any Jurifdiftion in a, foreign Province, which 
♦* has not been under the Government of his Pre- 
** defceffors from the firft planting of Chriftianity* 
** And if any Prelate (hall make any forcible Sa- 
*• zure, he ftiall be obliged to defift from the 
** Invafion, that the Conftitutions of the Church 
•* may not be violated, nor any Ecclefiaftical Pre- 
** tcnce be made a Cover for worldly Ambi- 
•* tion; that the Liberties of Chriftendom may 
*' not be fwallowed up by Degrees, which our 
«' Lord Jefus Chrift, the Redeemer of all Man- 
•* kind, has purchafed for us kt the Price of his 
•* own Blood.** 

From thefe feveral Confidcfatipns we may mofl 
fafely conclude* that our Rdedtion of the grofs 
Errors, and Ufurpations of the Church of Rome^ 
in Obediencfe to the Decrees of our own pro- 
per fpiritual Governors, cannot lAvolve us in the 
Guilt of Schifm. c ' 

And that this Unity of IVcirJfnp, DoSlrine^ and 
Difcipline, may prodiiee the good Fruits defigned. • 
thereby, Unity of Love and Charity for one an- 
other, and for all who have the fame one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptifm, where-ever difperfed over 
the Face of the whole Earth ; and Unity of Obe^ 
dience to all Chrift*s Commands in an uniform, 
determined Courfe of Virtue ; that we may vin- 
dicate our Reformation of Dodrine by a Re- 
formation of Manners, and not abufe the Li- 
berty we have aflerted to Licentioufnefs, let us 
jbiH m our AddrelTes to the Throne of Grace, 
and pray, 

E 2 O 
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Jlmighty God, who baft built thy Church 
upm the Foundation of the Apftles and PropbetSy 
Jefus Cbriji himfelf being the chief Corner-ftone: 
Grant usfo to be joined together in Unity of Spirit iy 
their Doiirine, that we may be made an Holy Temple, 
acceptable unto Tbeey through Jefus Cbfift eur Lordi 
To whom, 6ff. 




SERMON 
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SERMON III. 



JOHN xvi. 2. 
(latter Part of the Verfe.) 

— Tea the Time cemeib, that labofhever Ml' 
letb you will think that be dotb God Service. , . 

OU R Reformation has been juftified by the 
Duty,, which lay upon us to remember from 
whence we bad faln^ and repent^ and do the jkfi 
Works*. And the Charge of Schifm brought 
agatnft us by thofe, who, becaufe we would not be 
Partakers with them in their Sms, have put us out 
of their Synagogues, has been amply refuted ^ 
What then have we more to do with the Bifhop of 
^/mte ? 

Why the Charity of his Holinefs will not let m 
reft; if he cannot damn, he will at leafl: endeavour 
by all other Means to cut us off; to pluck up, de- 
ftroy, fcatter and confume ' is the Commiffion he 

' ■ SeiiM. I. ^ Sekm. II. " Damnatio & Excom* 

fnonicatio Elizabeths. ——j^icMjyof, dtfirnat, dij/ifti.di^- 

'■'■■ ■- E 3 -^^iwoii* 
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pretends to have received from the Saviour of 
the World ; which he executes with an Excefs of 
Compaflion ^ : To favp oyr Souls, he configtis them 
to Hell 5 and to rpcover us from damnable Herefy, 
as they call it, decrees pur Poi{el$6ns to Afla^ns, 
and bur Bodies tp the Flames, ^p extraordinary 
Charity ! of a Piece with their extraordinary Reli- 
gion, abfurd^ and impious ! Founded on a Claim 
to Supremacy h} Temporals over Cbriftian Princes, 
and tneir Subjefts : fn whicih he zealoufly pretends 
to do Honour to his Creator, by ff abbing at his 
Image ; and pioufly challenges a Divine Right to 
erafe God's Creation. This Claim I proceed now 
in the 

Third and la^ Place to examine. 

I. It is neceilary in the firft Place to fet down 
th^ir Claini in their own Words. *' There can be 
*' no Doubt, fay3 Baronius^ but that the Civil 
•* Principality is fubjeft to the Sacerdotal •, and 
" that God hath made the Political Government 
•> fubjed to the Dominion of the Spiritual Church*." 



^ Damnatio 8c Excomm. Henrici 8vi. -— Cum ExctJ/is Mife- 
ricordia fines frateriunt^ ut Jaltm mttu foena ad tor rrverti 
togentur-^Eos Jnathemathy Malidt^ionii^ £5f Damuationis ster- 
na mucmne pereutimus.' Centra eos Armis injurgant^ eo/qw H 
Morum fingtdos per/equantur, ac ad Unitatem EccUfia cogent 
. ^brumque Bona capiant. When an Heretick condemned to be 
burned is delivered over to the Civil Magiitrate, it is with this 
bitter Taunt ^nd Mock of Tindernefs, Sir^ nve paffionatefy de' 
fire y on t that for the Love of God, and in Regard of Piety, Mercy ^ 
and our Mediation, you would free this miferahle Perfon from all 
"Danger of Deaths or Mutilation of Members, But Pancrmitanus 
on the Decretals informs us, that whatever may he Jaid to tbt 
contrary ; yet to this End is he delivered to the facular Power, 
that he may he puniflfed nvith Death, And hmoc. VIII. requires 
the Magiftrate to execute the Sentence voitbinfix Da^s t^ Paip of 
jSixcammumcation, and Lofs of Authority, 
"' •Aiih. 57. J. 32. & J. 33. 

This 
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This 13 thp general Ground on which they engage t 
but this in^finite and rambling Superiority of the 
Brieft above the Prince, is a little more orderly 

g;atkered up, and made a Prefent of to the Pope 
y the Latcran Council, A. D. 12 13. "If any 
*' Lord temporal, required and admonifhed by the 
^^ Church, negleft to purge his State from Heretical 
*' Filth, let him be excommunicated by the Me- 
^^ tropolitan and Conprovincial Blfhops : But if he 
•* contemn to come to order within one Year's 
^' Space, let Relation be made to the fupreme Bi- 
** fliop, (meaning Him of Rome \) that from thence- 
** forth he may declare all his Subjedls to be dif^ 
*• charged of their Fealty towards him, and give 
" up his Land to be pofleiTed by Catholicks ; which 
" Catholicks without all Contradidlion, when they 
** have driven out the Hereticks, fhall have and 
" hold the fame, and fo preferve it in Purity of 
** Faith '/* This will a little open our Eyes to 
difcern what the Roman Catholicks are gaping 
gfter in the prefent Invafion and Rebellion. Their 
celebrated School Divine Aquinas more exprelsly, 
if poflible, gives the Supremacy in Temporals to 
his Holinefs. " In the rope, fays he, is the Top 
." of both Powers : when any Prince is denounced 
*' excommunicated for Apoftacy, his Subjedls are 
'* immediately freedfrom thcirOath of Allegiance.*' 
*' And elfewhere he determines that the Pope, as 
** fupreme King of the World, may impofe Taxes, 
" and deftroy Towns and Caftles for the Prefcrva- 
" tion of Chriftianity ^." And what Aquinas af- 
ferts with regard tp an Apoftate Prince, totally re- 
nouncing Chriftianity, his After-commentators 



' Cap. 3. de Harct. • Th. 2. Secund, qu. is. art. 2. & 
libro 3. de Regtm. Princip. cap. 10. & 19. 
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firetch to every excommunicate Prince •, holding 
that after Excommunication is denounced, his Sub 
jefts are bound not to obey him : eiccept it be for fear 
vf their Laves j dr Lofs of their temporal Goods, as it 
wds in the Time of Hen. 8. ^. Agreeably to which 
Dodrine and prudent Referve was the Behaviour 
of the Englijh Papifts in 1580 : For when Pius 5. 
had excommunicated Q^ Elizabeth^ diflblved the 
Allegiance of her Subjedls, and anathematized all 
Svho obeyed her ', and Gregory 1 3 . had ratified the 
Sentence ; they found themfelves in an ill Situation 
betwixt the Pope^s Curfe, and their Prince's Re- 
fentment. In this Dilemma they petitioned Gre- 

fory^ that he would declare the Bull of Pius to 
ind the Queen, and all Hereticks, but not the 
Catholicks in her Dominions, as Things then flood ; 
but hereafter only, when that Bull might be put in 
publick Execution K Whence we are cautioned not 
to buij^ too fecurely on the Sincerity of their Obe- 
dience to the prefent Royal Family; and what 
They and We are to exped as foon as even thefe 
have Power to do us any hurt. And here 

The Decifions of another famous Schoolman 
are neceffary to be mentioned, as an Appendix 
to the Pope*s Supremacy, though the Power 
thereby granted be to the Subjed over his Prince. 
The Subftance of which may be thus briefly col- 
Icftcd ; "It is lawful for a Subjedl to kill his King, 
** if he be a Tyrant; i. e. as he explains it, if he 
*' ufurp the Crown, or if he govern with Male- 
*' Adminiftration. In the latter Clafs he ranges 
^^"all Proteftant Princes, becaufe they areHere- 



. " *^ Francis Toletus. cap. 4. Nota, quod eadem ratio eft dc 
bxcomznunicaio. [ The Difpenfation of Campion and 
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•* ficks ; for being Hercticks they are ipfofaSlo m 
•* fome Meafure deprived of all Right of their 
•* Dominions. And determines that the Pope, 
•' to whom fupreme Princes are fubjed, may to- 
•« tally and abfolutely depofe them of all Terri- 
** tories, and Right to govern : and if they meddle 
•' with the Government, after fuch Sentence of 
•* the Pope, they become Tyrants by Ufurpation 
" as well as by Male-Adminiftration : and then fuch 
•* Kings may be dealt with as altogether, and every 
** Way Tyrants ; and confequently may be killed 
•* by any private Perfon ^** Where we learn that 
thePope of Rome fo ufurps the Power of the Sword, 
as to challenge a Right of putting it into every pri- 
vate Subjedl's Hand to aflaffinate his Prince with. 
But perhaps they praSiife better than they teach \ 
and their Hearts^ it is to be hoped, are honefter 
than their Principles. Let us then examine 

11. Whether their Aftions have been conform- 
able to their Doftrine? Betwixt fix and kvtn 
hundred Years ago * we find that furious Prelate 
Hildebrandy or Greg, 7. laying the Foundation of 
this fpiritual Empire ; decreeing, " that hereafter 
" no Bifhop, Abbot, or Clerk fhould receive any 
" Ecclefiaftical Benefice at a Layman's Hands : de- 
** termining that it was Simony for a Layman to 
•* prefent to any Benefice ; and fubjedUng Kings, 
•* Dukes, and Princes who ftiould prefume to give 
•* Bifliopricks, or other Ecclefiaftical Dignities, to 
** his Cenfures\" The Policy was, that Ecclefia- 
ftical Perfbhs being no longer beholden to the State, 
but to the Pope for their Preferments, might in 



k Soarez Defenf. Fidei Catholic, adverf. Angl. Seft. Er- 
fores cum Refponf. ad Apolog. Jacobi Regis. 
• A. D. 1074. \ Pktina in Greg. 7. 

I all 
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air Quarrels betwixt Him and their refpedive Son 
vereigns, fide with the Pope. The Event in man^ 
Inftances has (hewn the Scppe and Depth of thl^ 
Artifice. Nevcrthelefe the Pope himfelf, even tgi 
the Days of this very Hildebrand^ had his Eleftioii 
confirmed by the Emperor". But when Heniy 
IV, difdained this Decree, and would not remove 
his Friends from their. Benefices to inake Room for 
the Creatures of Grefrory^ the Pope exconiniuni-» 
cated and depofed the femperor, abfolved his Sub- 
jpds from their Oaths of Allegiance, and interdidtecj 
their Obedience to him. The Fadbions in Qermanji 
(which the Pope had taken Care to fomenf) madq 
it expedient for Henry to fue for Abfolution : when 
this arrogant and imperious Prelate made the Em- 
peror, his Queen, and young Prince wait at hij 
Gate, ftript of his Royal Robes, barefooted, in ex- 
treme Froft and Snow, three Days without Eat- 
ing ^ This bafe Submiffion difeufted thQ Italian 
Princes under the Emperor, and but fwelled the 
Pope's Haughtinefs : to win the Favour of the for- 
mer, and hopelefs of fatisfying the Pride of the 
other, new Ocf^fion was given for another Ex;com- 
munication, and depofing of the Emperor; in 
which Gregory implores the Afliftance of Peter and 
Pauly that the World may know, that as they hav^ 
Power to bind and loofe in Heaven, fo they havQ 
Power on Earth to give and take away Empires, 
Kingdoms, Principalitiea, Dukedoms, EarIdom§f 
and the Poffeflions of all Mep °. 

"* The Decrees of Adrian I. and Leo VIII. give the Empe- 
ror the^ Choice of the Bifhop of Romey and the Inveftiturc of 
Archbifhops andBifhops within his Provinces 5 and deny Power 
to any of what Degree or Profeflion foever to choofe a Pope, 
or confecra^e a Bifhop without Conient of the Emperor. 

^ Lambert of Afihaffenburg, and M. Cbevreau. ^ Bull* 

• Excomm.Henr. 4. Romas 1080. 

la 



[ 59 } 

III le& thaa a Century afterwards *, the Empe- 
ror Frederick I. becaufe he would put his Name 
before the Pope's, and required Homace and Fe- 
nity of the Biihops for their Temporals, was on 
the Point of Excommunication by Adrian IV. when 
Ae Pope's Death for that Time prevented it : But 
the fucceeding Pope Alexander III. f ftirring up 
the Kings of Sicify and France^ and the States of 
Venice J againft the fame Emperor, would not make 
Peace with him, till that Prince had caft his Body 
profirate before the Ponti£F, and that Servant of 
Servants had fet his Foot on the Emperor's Neck, 
and triumphantly uttered thefe Words of the Pfal* 
mift, Tbou Jhalt walk upon the Afp and BafiUJky and 
tbouftudt tread the Lion and Dragon under tty Foot^ 
Psalm xci. 13. 

In the next Century || Frederick II. was four fe- 
veral Times depofed by the Bifhops of Rome^. 
The Remark or the Hiftorian, who lived in the 
lame Age, is, that *' fome did pofitively affirm 
" that the Pope, Inmcent IV. did above all Things 
** cameftly defire to ruin the Emperor Frederick^ 
'* whom he called the Great Dragon, that He be- 
ing trampled upon, the Kings of France^ Eng- 
kmd, and other Chriftian Kings, (whom he called 
" diminutive Kings j and little Serpents^) affrighted 
•* with the (ad Fate of Frederick^ might more ea- 
•' fily be kept under, and they and their Prelates 
*' fpoiled of their Goods, and by him plundered "*. 
And Eberhardj the grave and venerable Archbi- 
(hop of Saltzhtrg^ at the very time, fpoke in this 
manner to the Nobles and Prelates aflembled in 
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•A. D. 1159. fA. D. 1177. g A. D. 1250. 

P Once by HotioriMs III. twice by Gngofy IX. and laiWy by 
bmctnt IV. ' Matth. Paris, ad ann. 1250. 
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Germany % « Under the Title of chief Biiliop, If 
*^ we be not blind, we fee a moft cruel Wolf in a 
*' Shepherd's Cloak. The Bifliops of Rome have 
** their Ways and Weapons for all Sorts of Chrifti- • 
*' an Men. By prefuming, circumventing, kind- 
** ling War upon War, they are become great, and 
*' now they kill and flea the Sheep, they difpel 
•* Peace and Concord from the Face of the Earth, 
*' they raife civil Wars and domeftic Seditions' 
«' from the Pit of Hell. . . Chrift forbiddeth us to 
•' hate our Enemies, chargeth us to love them, 
•* to keep Faith with them, and to do Good for 
*' their Evil. But the Prelates of Rome command 
*• us, and that under a jolly Countenance of Piety, 
*' to violate that which is holy, to abufe the facred 
•' Name of God to beguile Men with, to be un- 
^* grateful to thofe who have dealt well with us, 
•* and to requite good Turns with Evil : yea, to 
" fight, flrive, deceive, betray and cozen. They 
*• will have us fet at nought the Majefty and Pro- 
** videncc of God, withftand Nature, and refift 
•' the fupreme Power that is ordained of God. 
** Hildebrand was the firft that eightfcore and t^n 
*' Years ago laid the Foundation of Antichrift's 
" Kingdom, under Colour of Religion. This' 
** wicked War with Princes he firft began, which 
** his Succeflbrs have purfued to this Day. Be- 
•' lieve me, who have looked into their Doings al- 
" moft thefe fifty Years ^" And as this Pope's 
Policy to keep our - State , in Subjedion leads us 
home, let us take a view of their Intrigues and 
Pradbices in England. 

In the fame Century *, King John refufed the 
Archbiftiop which the f ope. would inipofe upon 



{ Avcnthi. Annal. lib. 7. * A. D. U13. 

turn: 
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: the Gergf fided with the Pope againft their 
Prince : Divine Service was interdi&ed to the whole 
Realm ; and the Pope depofed the King, decree- 
ing that a worthier, by him to be procured, fhould 
be placed upon his Throne. Philip of France was 
wrote to, to expel King Jobfij on Condition, that 
after his Expulfion, He and his Heirs fhould be 
rightful Owners of the Kingdom of England. The 
KtD2 finds his Subjeds discontented through the 
fabue Workings of the G>urt of Rome^ and a pow- 
erfiil Invaiion ftirred up againil him : He fubmits 
to the Pope, refigns his Crown, that he may re- 
ceive it again, as Liegeman to the Pope, at the 
Quit-rent of a thoufand Marks yearly '• The 
Dupe, Philips is commanded to defift, on Pain of 
Excommunication and Depofing, after a prodigious 
Expence for the Preparation. The Pope had oi> 
Uined his Ends, and Philip muil fit down with his 
Lois. A jufl: Recompcnce, even in the Judgment 
of the Court of Rome ^ to Princes who will trample 
upon their Brother's Rights, to fupport the Papal 
Tyranny ! 

Paul III. +, becaufe our Henry VIII. denied him 
to be Head of the Univerfal Church, and aflerted 
his own Supremacy in the Government of all his 
Subjects, who were Members of the Church of 
England J excommunicates, curfes, eternally damns, 
and depofes the fdd Henry ^ abfolves all his Subjeds 
from all Oaths of Allegiance, commands them all 
under Pain of Excommunication not to obey him^ 
nor any Magiilrate or Officer under him ; excom* 



* What a confiderable Sum will the Arrears for Quitrents a- 
noant to, if ever the Pope fhould have Power to exaA Pay- 
tnent ? Befides a Fine, for Renewal of the Grant, at the Will 
of the Lord. 

f A. D. 1535. 

municates 
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municates all his Favourers and Accomplices, and 
declares Him and Them and their Defcendc^nti in- 
capable of being Witftefles, making Wills, inherit- 
ing, or doing any rightftil Aft. Where obferve, 
that the Pope's compaffionate Indulgence may re- 
ftore fuch Witneffes, Teftators, Heirs and Agents 
to their Aftivity as he thinks proper, and continue 
the incapacity to all who make againft him. Whictt 
would be but agreeable to the Spirit of this very 
Bull, in which the Pope decrees, that " in any 
** Caufe Civil or Criminal, none fhould b^ bpund 
*« to anfwer the King or his Favourers, and yei 
** they bound to anfwer every body ''.*• 

The like Excommunication, depofing, abfblv- 
mg from Allegiance, and forbidding her SubjeAs 
in any Cafe to obey her, was thundered otrt by 
faul V. againft Queen Elizabeth * : which Was ra- 
tified atid confitmed by his Succeflbrs Grer. XIIL 
and SextUs ^intus againft the fame Printeefe. 

Judging however that the Noife of their Thun- 
der would do no Hurt, unlefs they hurled the 
Bolt too y Paul V. granted a plenary Indulgence, 
and Pardon of all Sins, and the Kingdbm of 
Heaven hereafter, and, over and abovt, two wholi 
Kingdoms on Earth, namely, England and Ireland^ 
when He could catch them, to rbilip 11. King of 
Spain^ to deftroy Q^ Elizaheth. His Succeflbr re- 
viewed this Donation of her Kingdoms to' the $pi^^ 
mard^ and fomented a Rebellion in Irehftd; cbtifti- 
tudng one Fitzgerald^ an Irijb Rebel^ Gerierd, t6 
execute by Fire and Sword his Sentence againft die 



. ^ Ec Ddlli ipfisy fed ipfi alik fuperquocuDqae debito & ne* 

fot)o, tarn Civili quam Criminali de jure refpoaderc tcneantur. 
ull. Pauirnt. Roznae 1535, , 

• A,D. 1570. ... 
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Queen. After him, Sexfus ^intus again renews 
the Grant to Spain •, and fends Cardinal Allen to 
get printed at Antwerp^ and from thence to difperfe 
over England^ a traiterous and feditious Book, wrote 
to exhort the EngUjh and Irilh Papifts, to join. 
with the Spanijh Forces againft their Queen and 
Country : and upon this Pope's Errand the boad* 
ed Invincible Armado was difpatched *. 

Nor were Princes only roufed up, but private 
Ruffians and Aflaflins hired, fome Foreigners, and 
feme her own Subjedls, to rid them of this Prin- 
cefe. In 1583 feveral feditious Pamphlets were 
fcattered about, prompting the Queen's Maids of 
Honour to ferve their Miftrefs as/i/^//^ did Holo- 
femes : By which Inftigations, and thofe of one 
Hall a Prieft, Mr. Somerville attempted to kill the 
Queen in her Apartments. In 1585, Dr. Parry ^ 
a Member of Parliament, confeffed that he had 
held Correfpondence with the Pope's Nuncios, and 
Cardinals, and Jefuits; that he was ftirred up to 
kill the Queen ; and that to accomplifh his Defign, 
he confeflcd his Confpiracy, the better to obtain 
Confidence and Opportunity : that he regretted his 
Treafon, and laid afide his Dagger whenever he 
waited on the Queen, left he Ihould be tempted 
to murder her : that afterwards by reading Cardi- 
nal Alkn^s Book beforementioned, he fwore to ejie- 
cute his firft Defign with Nevil^ who betrayed him. 
In 1586, John Savage made the fame defperate 
Attempt, moved thereto by the fame Engines. 
And, to omit many others, there were no left 
than three feveral Engagements to this Purpofe in 
the Year 1594. One by Patrick CuUen^ an Irijb 
Fencing-Mafter, fent over from the Low Countries 
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on this Chriftian Errand. Another by Rodorigo 
Lopez^ the Queen's Phyfician, with Stephen Ferri- 
ora Gama, and Emanuel Loijie^ two Portugueze^ 
hired for 50,000 Ducats to poifon her. And after- 
wards, Edward Tork and Richard Williams engag- 
ed, at the Inftigation of the Jefuits, and for their 
Affignment of 40,000 Ducats, to difpatch this 
Bufinefs^' 

But enough has been faid to prove thtir Pradli- 
ces as b"^^^-as theii* Principles. Ravenous Wolves 
when iil rower, and venomous Vipers where too 
weak ! Sworn, devoted Foes to Proteftant Kings 
and their Subjefts ; whofe Religion deftroys their 
Loyalty, and whofe Zeal extinguifties Humanity : 
Whom the mildeft Treatment cannot make relent, 
nor the moft folemn Oaths can bind ! Rebellion 
is their Duty ; \Fire and Faggot their Charity ; 
Plunder, Tortures, Aflaffinations, and Deftrufti- 
ons their moft meritorious Piety, by which they 
think that they do God Service ''I In Q^ Afery's 
fhort Reign 400 are reported by fome, and twice 
the Number by others to have fufFered for'^heir 
Religion. In the Time of James I. they aimed 
at more compendious Ruin, the Nation at a Blow, 
by their Powder-Plot. In Charles Ps Reign the 
Irijh Papifts maffacred 40,000 Proteftants in two 
Days. In Jamss Wy fhort Adminiftration of lefs 
than four Years, what amazing Advances were 
made to fubvert our Conftitution in Chdrch and 
State, after the moft folemn and repeated Promi- 
fes to proteft both ! His Royal Word flood en- 
gaged to breed a fatal Security, and then he treiache- 



"^ Camhden^ Elizabeth. * In the fourth Latiran Coun- 
cil 1215. thofe who fought againft the Waldenfet were pro- 
mifed a plenary Pardon of all their Sins, and a greater Degree 
of Glory hereafter^ 
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TQufly atnifed the Natidn's Confidence, io make it : 

^ Inftrument of their Ruin ; difpenfing with the 

Laws, afting contrary to them, trahipling on the: 

Great Charter of Englifh Liberty , in order to fub^- 

jeA his People to a foreign Yoke. And as his 

Heirs were Proteftants, it was violently fufpedted^i 

that to defraud Them, and rivet the Yoke to out 

Necks, he created, what God denied him^ a Son i6' 

inherit. A miraculous Birth! the IfTue of the 

Diitchefs of Modends' Prayers to the. LaV^of Lo'^ 

uUo^ and known to be a Son eight Mt iiSis be'»«' 

fore he Was born I The Apprehenfions of an Im-' 

pofture were publick before the pretended Delivery. 

of the Queen ; and no legal Means ufed to fatisfy^ 

the People. The authentic Judgment of the Na-*. 

tion confidered him when born, as ruppo(ititious,,ad 

they fufficiently declared by taking no Notice of 

him in the Succeffion. Their Judgment at a Time 

fo near, the Faft, (hould determine ours at fo great 

% Diftance from it. Be it, that the Truth or 

the Faft required fuch' myfterious Management t 

or, tliat an imperious Spirit difdained to give the 

jJroper Evidence *, in either Cafe, in a civil Light 

wccahnot but look upon it as an Impofture. And 

dDball we fend to Rome for a Slip of this inferted 

.GrafF! Shall we^ like fimple Lambs, hold up our 

Throats, and kifs the Butcher's Hand that corned 

to flay us? Shall we facrifice our happy Conftitu* 

tion in Church and State, the Price and Purchafc 

of our Anccftors Blood, of Martyrs and of Patriots 

• who have bequeathed it to us^ and exchange it for 

the Abfurdities and Idolatries of a corrupt Church, 

.fiw'the Cruelties and arbitrary Government of a 

, Fopiftx Tyrant ? But let us fee 

t.v.'r'IIt 'With what Scriptures they colour this Doc* 
- trifte of the Pope's Supremacy over Kings and their 

F S>^V%Qak, 
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Sttbjefts. When they plead their Rights, thejr 
xnuft be fuppofed In common Prudence, to produce 
their moft authentick Grants. Thefe I think are 
but Two ; 

r I . Petet^s Power : Pius V. begins his Bull a- 

gainft Q. Elizabeth in this Manner : " He that 

** rcigneth on high, to whom is given all Power 

•* in Heaven and on Earthy committed one Holy 

^ Catholick and Apoftolick Church to one alone 

^' upon Earth, namely to Peter j --the Prince of the 

^* Apoftles, and to Peter^s Succeflbr the Bifhop of 

^' Rome^ to be governed in Fulnefs of Power. *^ The 

Argument runs thus ; Chrift has aU Power givea 

him in Heaven, and on Earth : Chrift gave this 

Fulnefs of his Power to Peter : Peter devolved the 

fame to the Bifhop of Rome. Thefe bold Aflerti* 

bns have been already confidered, and refuted ; 

the Bifhop of Rome*s SucceflGon to Peter is very 

precarious ; his fucceeding to his full Power, &Ife; 

Peter^s equal Power with Chrift, and Superiority 

over the other Apoftles difproved ; and even 

Chrifl; himfelf to Pilate protefts againft any Claim 

to kingly Power upon Earth ; My Kingdom is not 

of this fForld, John xviii. 36. But left they 

ihould not be able to derive fufficient Power from 

Peter, they join another Fountain to draw from : 

Therefore 

2. The next Words are, " Him alone he made 
•* Prince over all People, and all Kingdoms, to 
•* pluck up, deftroy, fcatter, confume, plant and 
*^ build." Which Words refer to God's Commif- 
fion given to Jeremiah j See, J have this Daj^fct thee 
.over the Illations, and over the Kingdoms , to root out ^ 
and to pull downy and to defiroy^ and to throw down^ 
to build J and to plant. Chap. i. 10. Several other 
Popes make Ufe of the fame Text for the £ime 

2 Pur- 



Pi^rpcfe^ If Peier^s Acquifirions be too fmdl • 
for their Inheritance, they can carry their Pedigree ' 
higher, and prove themfelves the Spiritual t)efcen*** 
dants in a right Line from the Prophet Jeremidb. ' 
So Alexander III. expreily informs us, that the~ 
Power over Nations and Kingdoms, to pull up, * 
caft down, and deftroy, was given to Jerewy^ and • 
in him to the Evangelical Prieft, the Roman Pon^ - 
tiff *. They are excellent Heralds, and where a-*^ 
ny. thing is to be got in Heaven or on Earth, find 
no Difficulty in claiming Kindred, and deducih^^ 
their Right to it. However, it muft be acknow* ' 
ledged, feveral believe, that though- this Text faif^ 
Km, yet hecanfupport his Claim to fupreme tem--'^' 
pbral Power by the Evidence of Scripture: Not- 
derived from Chrift through the Line of Prophets' 
and Apoftles, but from the Prince of this IVorld^^ 
John xii. 31. ^he Dragon ga'Oe him bis Power i- 
and his Seat^ and great Authority. And there was 
given unto him a Mouth /peaking great Things and* 
Elafphemies. And it was given unto him to make 
War with the Saints^ and to overcome them: And' 
Power was given him over all Kindreds^ and Tongues^ 
'and Nations^ Rev. xiii. 2, 5, 7. This is his moft 
aiithentick Title ; but his Claim from Jeremiah W 
exceeding weak. We can trace no manner of Ref- 
lation that the Biftiop of Rome has to that Prophet; 
nor need he give himfelf any Trouble about prov- 
ing it, for Jeremy himfelf had no fuch Power -as 
the Pope would eftablifti by virtue of this Commif- 
fion. He was not invefted with imperial Fowtr ta 
depofc King&aiid Emperors 5 no, he patiently fub-. 
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^ Cooilitut. 9. Alex. 3. 
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cfttcd to thwr^bcMrity, was impHfoofcd by fl)tcm» • 
ilL treated, and at kft murdered * : But he was ccait^ : 
nyiSdtied with fropbe$ical FoM^cr to threaten and 
preach God*6 Judgments of Ruin and Defolation 
ta wicked Itations and Kingdoms^ i^ho would not 
ob^S him 'si at}d to prOtmile Qo^\ Bleflings and. 
f^E^dtion to fuf h tlB did. Thi9 ^ the Meaning of : 
tbc^K^ext, even according CO thek own £xpoiitora\ 
A»d this Icadij W • 
; ly . To enq^rc what the Scripture** and Primi- 
tive Chrifti^o^ t^ht On thia Point. There we 
fSa^l find, that asv Jeremy had. no fuch Commiffion 
q^.idKawing the Sword, to puU down and deftroy, 
and to fight againft Kings : fo neither (Ud Chrift 
gjive it to Peter \ hut exprefly interdifted the Ufe 
oi the Sword to him, when, in an intemperate 
2feal, he had cut off the High-Prieft's Servant's. 
£ar ; Peter^ put up thy Sword into the Sheath^ Johk 
siviii. 1 1. And Peter^s Inftruftions bteathe another 
%>irit from that which blows from Rome ; Submit 
yqurfdves to every Ordinance of MaH for. the Lord^s 
Sake : whether it be to the King^ as fupreme ; or tmta 
Governors^ as unto them that are fent by him ; for 
the Pmifhment of evil Doers ^ and f of the Prcdfe of 
i^em that do we\ i Pet, ii. 13, J4, And fhould 
^e Civil Power opprefs Particulars, and their Re-. 
ligion, he teaches patient SubmiiGon *, If any Man 
Juffer as a Cbriflim^ let him not be ajbamed ; biit let 
kim glorify God on this Behalf^ Chap. iv. 1 6, Not 
tD intermeddle with what belongs not to him, the 
$wordsr and Diadems of Princes ; Let none of yoti 
fiiffer-^as a buff Bodf in other MerCs Matters^ ven 
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* Corn, a Lapidc, and others. . - 



15. Bat to feed the Fhck of Gol, not lorJing it oVir 
Co^l Heritage^ Chap. v. (2, 3. Thefe art Chriftm« 
Apoftolical LeHbns, which the Succeflbrs of 8tl 
Peter would do well to con by heart. In the faiM 
Strain teaches St. Faul ; He forbids a BiAiop to b6 
a Striker^ i Tim. iii. 3. commits the Sword to t\i4 
Prince, Rom. xiii« 4. and enjoins ^^5^/ to ki 
Jkbje^ to the Higher Powers^ ver. i . There is nd 
Exemption of Eccleiiafticka ; he never dreamed of 
the Romi/h Divinity, that " the Clergy are fo fa* 
** cred, that it is impoffible they ftiould be fubj^dt 
** to Princes * j** and that " if They rebel \t is no 
** Treafon ^•*. Much lefs did he fet the JPrieft 4^ 
bove the Prince, or fubjeft all Nations to the Ty*» 
ranny of the Biftiop or Rome. As Chrift and hi 
Apoftles taught, fo taught the Chriftian FatHefd i 
*' Be he Prieft, Bifliop, or Monk, let them be 
" fubje(9: to Magiftrates,** (ay the Commentators 
for a thouiand Years. Even after the Popes had 
began to exercife this extravagant Power, Barnard 
writes to ^Eugeniiis I J I. and warns him not to give 
fo much Time and Study in fecular Affairs as hi& 
Predeceflbrs had done: "Go thou then and ufuirpp^ 
" if thou dare, either an Apoftlcfhip if thou be a 
*' Prince, or Dominion if thou be Apoftolick. 
" Thou art exprefly forbidden both. The Pdt- 
** tern of an Apoftle is this; Dominion is interdicff- 
*' cd. Service is enjoined '." If we proceed farther, 
and confider 

V. The Pr^/V^ of the Primitive Church ; it !s 
notorioufly evident that for the firft 300 Years the 
Bifhops of Rome were fubjeft to Pagan PrinceS. 

* Cajetan In 22. Qaaefl. 99. (.ad quintum Dubiutn, p. ^47. 

^ Eman. Sa. Aphorilm. ConfeU*. verbo Cltricos. 

« A,D, U49. ' 

• ^ F 3 And 
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And the latter ones pretend to ho temporal JunC* 
fli<!tion till the MagiArates became Chriftian ; till 
they took the Church into their Protedioo,; till 
Kmgs became it^s nurfing Fathers^ and Queens ifs 
Tiurfing Mothers. From this Time they would date 
their Supremacy. Prepofterous Frowardneft! for 
the Child to threaten and corred it's Nurie I .Mon- 
ftrous Ingi atitude ! to depofe and murder Princes, 
becaufe they have protefted and endowed the 
Church ! But the Bifhops of tUme. were not fuch 
Miscreants at firft, nor aimed at fuch Authority. 

Corftantine^ the Firft Chriftian Emperor *, aft- 
ed in Eccleiiaftical Matters with fupreme Power. 
He gave free Liberty to the Profeffion of the Chri* 
ftian Religion }, he prohibited Pagan Idolatries ( 
would not tolerate the Conventicles of (Jereticks ; 
deprived them of the Privileges, which he grant- 
.ed to his Catholick SubjeAs ; called Councih ; at- 
tended tbeir Debates ; confirmed their Decrees i 
and depofed Bifhops^, 

About 200 Years after f , Juftinian the Empe- 
ror, coUefting the Laws of his Predeceflbrs, relate 
ing to the Chriftian Faith, Churches and Biftiops, 
,Iiereticks and Apoftates, and other Ecclefiaftical 
Points, declares, ^' Our chiefeft Care is for the 
.*' Truth of Gog's Dodrine, and feemly Converfa-* 
♦' tion of the Clergy. The Things then that »ve 
.** have decreed ^nd make fqr the Prefervation of 
** the facrcd Order and State, confonant to the 
♦* Tenor of holy Rules, let the moft godly Pa- 
• *• triarchs of every Diocefe,. the Metropolitans and 
.*' Right. Reverend Biftiops^and Clerks keep for e- 
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•* ver hereafter inviolable ; the Breaker of them 
^ (hall be furc to be fequeftcrcd utterly from God, 
•* and excluded from his Prieftly FuncSion '." 

In the next Century *, Macbiavel in his Hlftory 
^f Florence^ dedicated to Pope Qement VII. re- 
marks, ^' about this Time the Bifhops of Rome be- 
<( gan to take upon them, and to exercife greater 
** Authority than they had formerly done — till the 
*' coming in of the Lombards^ all Italy being un« 
'^ der the Dominion either of Emperors or Kings, 
'^ the Bifliops aflumed no more Power than what 
«« was due to their Doftrine and Manners ; in Ci- 
** vil Aflairs they were fubjeft to the Civil Power, 
** employed many times by their Emperors and 
•• Kings, as their M inifters ; and many Times ex- 
•* ccuted for their ill Adminiftration ^.** In this 
Century the Pope's Influence and Authority grew 
by thefe Means ; the Emperor's Power had been 
too much weakened by the Troubles and Invafions 
in Itafyy to be abfoluce at Rome : the Invaders, the 
l/mbardsj had diffipated their own Strength by 
dividing their Kingly Power among thirty Dukes. 
At this Jundture the Pope dfTumed the Govern- 
ment of Rome to himfelf, and by fometimes fiding 
"with one, and fometimes the other, fupported 
himfelf againft the Power of each. Afterwards, 
when the Emperor was too much engaged againft 
the Perfian^ the Saracen^ and the J'urky to yield 
him Affiftance, the Pope was left expofed to the 
unbalanced Power of the Lombards ^ who made 
War againft him. He then applies to Pepiri^ 
King of France "f, who beat the Lombards ; and 
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« Novell. Conftitut. 6, ♦ A, D. 600, 
1^ Machi^vd lib. u + A. D. 740* 

F4 poflefllng. 




^^ jng himfelf of all the Lands belonging to th0 

rchat of Ravenna^ the Country of UrltHa tod . 

Marca^ beftpwed them upon, the Pope. Thu9 
^ grew into a temporal Prince, but not j el to be 
^ing of Kings \ or to claim a Supremacy in tbt 
Ch^J^ches under other Princes. 

por 9ven Charles . the Great of Frwic$ -f^ on 
9lfhom now the Weftern Empire wa« devolred^ 
the chief Patron of the Papacy, who .firft exempt- 
fid the Pope from Man's Juriididtion, yet main-^ 
tained his own Supreo^a^y over Ecclefiaftical Per^ 
fons and Caufes within his own Dominions. He 
^ade Laws dire^ing m Matters of DoArine, Ad« 
ipiniftration of the Sacraments, Divine Service, the 
jputies of Bifhops and Priefts : and fays, ^* If there 
.V were any other Ecclefiaftical Matters worthy to 
*^ be redrefled, he would by God's Helps and the 
;*'. Advice of faithful People, as Opportunity ferv** 
i« ed, determine the. fame.*' 

His.Succeflbrs Lewis and Lotbarius * fupport the 
fame Supremacy in their Laws ; urging the Exr 
aniple of their Progenitors^ who made the Honour 
of God^ Holy Church their principal Study, which 
4hey, for their Fart, profefs alfo to do, as it had 
pleafed God to appoint them that they fhould have 
the Care of his Holy Church, and that Realm. 
♦* And as the Chief of this Miniftry — -^we will 
♦* you All, without Exception, toobferveourCpn> 
^^ mandment in all Things ; and to honour all 
** fuch as we fend for any Occafion or Bufinefe, 
^« either Ecclejiafiical or temporal^ and in refpedt of 
^* our Authority not to fail Obedience \f , 
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+ A. D 800.. • A. D. 850. 

^ Legum Franciae^ cap. 1 1 . 1 2. Lib, 9. 
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: Thefe wtfre the Fope'sgreat FattWlfeatki Builden 
tip ; whoi» you fee, maintain Supremacy over Eci 
^bfiaftiqal Perfons and Cauies within their owa 
Territories : which not only by Implicatm exckdei 
the Pope in thofe Territories, but wci (haU find ix>i 
frefs Proof that even the pope himfelf was fuijeS^ 
$0 iJbe Empenr^ (o low as Loibarius laft mentioned* 
I fliall pairs over the feveral Bi(hop9 of Rpme^ who 
were banifiied by feveral of the former Emperors^ 
and the Acknowledgment of Gregory the Great txi 
^he Emperor Maurittn^t as only Inftahces of a Sub4 
je6lion already proved in the preceding Ages. 

Pope LiNi IV. writes thus to the Emperor Zmwi 
♦♦ If we have done any Thing other?^ife than wett 
** ... we will amend all that isamife by the Judg-* 
♦• ment of your Highnefs: befeeching your Bx* 
^' cellency to fend* for the better Trial ofthefe 
*^ Surmifes, fuch as in the Fear of God may nar- 
♦' rowly fift, not only the Matters informed, but 
^ all, great and fmall, as well as if your MajeftjF 
^* was prefent.'* And the fame Pope totheEnu 
vperor Lotharius profcffes, ** The Imperial Precept! 
\^ of your Highncfs, and the Princes your Predb^ 
f ceffors, irrefragably to be kept and obeyed, we 
*♦ by all Means profefs, that we will by Chrift^ 
♦^ Help, now and for ever obferve .** 

Thui 



^ This Acknowledgment was made with regard to cetta& 
Edidts'^iven forth by the Emperor, but difapproyed by the 
Pope. Grigory\ Behavioor m this niceCafe determines the PoitCt 
as to that Age, about A. D. 600. " What am I, fays he, that 
<• fpcak to my Lord, but Duft and a very Worm ? Yet for thA 
M thisEdia tcndeth agairtit God the Creator of ^l Things;, I 
M cannot conceal ibmuch from my Lord. I therefore befebch 
<* you by the dretdful Jadge, that your Holinefs (fb he calls 
<^ the Empe^] would «Uhtr nditigAte ^ abrogaoe ^it rif<^ 
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Thus the Prince's Supremacy over Ecclefiaftical 
Perfons and Things continued m the Weftem Em- 
pire 8 50 Years, near half the Time that Chriftianity 
MS appeared. In the Eaft, the Emperors maintained 
it longer ; as long as they maintained their Empire. 

We will now revert, and trace the Point of 
Supremacy in this particular Kingdom. The firfl: 
Chriftian King of it, Lucius ^ is allowed in a Let- 
ted ftom the Pope, to be God's Vicar in his own, 
. lEingdom*. From which Time there is little figni- 
ficant to be obferved till the Days of 

jiugufiine the Monk"f, who was fent over by 
Gregory the Great ^, to convert the Saxons in this 
Kingdom. This Legate waited in the Ifle of Tba^ 
net till he had obtained King Etbelberi^s Leave to 
come into his Kingdom. JVdks was then Chri- 
ftian; Auguftine defired a Conference with their 
Biihops and Monks, and propoied their Submiflion 
to the See of Rome in Spirituals : They protefted 
againft any Obedience" due to the Bifhop of Rome^ 
or to Augufiine as their Archbifhop, having an Arch- 
bifhop of their own. They therefore denied the 
Pope's Supremacy both in Spirituals and Tempo* 
rals, and died in Defence of their Liberty *. And 

for 






«* rous Proclamation. I, for my Part, as JitijeS to your Com- 
" mandmenty have fent your Precept into fundry Coafis : Yet 
<' becaufe year Law doth not fland with God*s Qlory, fo, by 
<* Letters \ liave acquainted my moA glorioos Lord therewith. 
*« So that I have either Way done fny Duty} who hav€. both 
•' yieUtdOMitnce ta my Pri/ite, and in Qodh Behalf difburdened 
•* my Confcience,** 
' • A. D. 170. + A. D.601. 

^ Of whom fee Note before.. 

«^ Some Hiilorians, fays Du Pifif do acpufe Augifimi the 
1409k Qf having h^d a iWi ia the Ma^qre pf WP^e poor 

Britains^ 
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for a long Time after, the Old BriiiJB Churches 
l|:ept themfelves free from the Government of the 
New Englifb Churches ; till at length, and by De- 
grees the latter, under the Influences and Alliances 
of Frafue and Rome^ prevailed againft the former ; 
and the Papal Power gradually ftruck Root in thefe 
Kingdoms i But not yet fo far as to thruft out the 
H^aL For in the Laws of Edward the Confe& 
for *, which William the Conqueror confirmed i", 
the King's Office is thus expreffed ; " A King, 
♦* becaufe he is the Lieutenant of the Moft High 
^* King, was appointed to this End, that he fhould 
^^ regard and govern the earthly Kmgdom, and 
♦* the People of God, and above all Things tbt 
*' Holy Church of this Kingdom^ with all Integrity 
** and Liberty according to the Conftitutions of 
^^ Us Fathers and Predeceflbrs, and to defend it 
** againft Enemies ''.'• This is the more obfervable 
in William^ as he was put upon the Conqueil of 
England by Hildebrand^ then Archdeacon of Rome \ 
who, when foon after Pope, by the Name of Gre- 
gory VII. required William to give his Oath of 
Fidelity to the Holy See. Which Oath the King 
abfolutely refufed, becaufe his PredeceiTors had never 
done it. He farther prohibited his Subjedts to ac« 
Knowledge any Pope without his Leave, and tp 
receive any Bulls from Rome till they were (hewa 
to him •, neither would he fufFer the Archbiihop 
of Canterbury J though ftyled Primate of all Englani^ 
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Britain J, who did not deferve fuch hard Ufage, by Reaiofi 
they maintained their ancient Cuftom, and the Liberties df 
their Churches without deviating from the Catholick Faith. 
Cent. 7. Eccl. Hift* 

♦ A. D. 1041, f A.D. J066. 

^ Inter leges £dvf. jpdp. 17.de Regis officii* 



tb mAtiotf ConlBtatfons in hb Couticik wlthocit 
60 Leave i and forbad that any of his Batons^ 
Lords, Minifters of State, or Officers fhottld be cx- 
comftiunicated without his Order*. 
' William Rufusy Son to the Conqueror *, fofbad 
any A'rchbifhop or Bifliop of his Realm to be (Itb* 
jc6l to the Pope or Court ofRme^ fince he had all 
atijQk Liberties in his Kingd<^, which the Empe- 
lor had in the Erhitite. 

• Hfe Brother and Succcflbr Hemy I. + forbad 
Jfitfelmt Archbiftiop of Canterbury ^ who h^ fled to 
ftomty to enter the Land on his Return, unleis he 
wotild faithfully promife to keep the Conftitutions 
of fViUiam the Conqueror, and JViUiam tbifus his 
Brother- 

In his Grandfon Henry IFs Reign (|, a general At 
fembly was held at Qarendcmyyihtti the Archbifliopis, 
.Bifhops, Abbots, Priors, Clergy, Earls, Barons, 
s^d Nobles fwore to obferve the Conftitutions of 
'Henry I. among the reft This in particular : «* No 
. ** Archbifliop, Bifhop, or any other Perfim of this 
«« Realm may go out of the Land without the 
*^ Ring's Leave. For Appeals,, if aiiy be made, 
«« they fhall come fr6m the Archdwcon to die Btr- 
*< fliop, and from the Biflvop to the Archbifhop ; 
*• and if the Archbifliop foil in doing Juftiee, it 
'•^ (hall be lawful to come laft of all to the King, 
^* that by his Commandment the Matter njay be 
« ended in the Archbifhop's Court : fo that no 
•<5. ManJhalL proceed tq appeal aoy. farther without 
•* the King's Confent/* It is true, the Pope, and 
•lus Archbimop Becket ftruggled againft it. 



• Dupin. Cent. xi. • A. D, 1090. 
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^* How 
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is Crovo by the Fope» and became Feudatory 
to i2^9»^^ you have heard already. An Injury which 
the Batons of Englafi^ vfoM not fubmit to, bu|. 
protefled againft, as did ev^n Cardinal Langton him^. 
feif. 

On this Pretfence indeed the Pope f c^ll?d the 
Kit^ of England his VaflaU nay his Slave and Pro* . 
perty ^ ; and fcnt to Edward III. D to pay his Ar- 
rciara of Tribute, and to do him Homage \ But 
the King and his Realm in open Popi(h Parliament 
made a general Aflbciation, with all their Might 
tQ withf^and Excommiinications and Cenfures com- 
ing from Rome for Matters decided in the Ku^g*s 
Courts, or belonging to the Laws and Royal & 
berries'. 

As they did alfo in his Succeflbrs Time Richard 
n. % complaining of Procefles and Excommunica-* 
tions by the Bimop of Rome to the open Diiheri- 
fon of the Crown, and Deftrucftion of their Sov?*. 
rtign Lord the King, his J^w, and all his Realm i^ 
fb as the Crown of England^ which had been fo free 
at all Times, that it hath been in Subje<5lion to no 
Realm, but immediately fubjedt to God, and tq 
none other in all Things touching the Regality of 
the fame Crown,-^— (hduld be fubmitted to the Bi- 
fliop of Rome J and the Laws and Statutes of the 
Realm by him defeated and deftroyed at his Will, 
in perpetual Deftrudlion of the King, his Crown, 
and all his Realm \ Againft which U furp^tipns, 

' •' — T 7- — I * . _ ; ; '~7^ .. 

♦ A. D. 1213. f A. D. 1250. ^Innocent IV, 

fpeaking of Henry IIL || A. D. 1325. * Johnxxiu 

' Coke'slnftitut. pait.4. c. I. ' 4A.D. itjQl. 

. ^PolyjJpr^VirgUi9Wcii.s. 
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that Popijh^ hiiEngli/b Parliament pUghted their 
Faith to defend their Sovereign. They did not 
think Allegiance to their Prince inconfiftent with 
the Duty and Religion of an Eftgli/b Fapi^ : I hope 
thofe of our own Nation, who ret^n the fame Re- 
ligion, will likewife retain the fame Loyalty to their 
Prince, and AfFcftion to their Country. But moft 
infamous will it be in Protejiants^ to court this in- 
fupportablc Yoke again, to betray the Engti/h Li- 
berties to Roman Tyranny J and to be even more 
Popifti in their DilaflfedUon, than Papifts thcm- 
felves. 

For the preventing any Mifapprehenfions, it may 
be convenient 

Laftly, to ftate in few Words the Prince's Su- 
premacy, and the People's Obedience. 

The King is not fupreme, or above the Univer- 
fal Chiirchy for that confifts of Men and of Angels ; 
nor above the Church Militant on Earth, for that 
contains all the Faithful of all Countries where- 
cvfcr difperfed : But with regard to the particular 
Church within the limits of his Territories the 
Prince is fupreme over all his Subjefts, Clergy as 
well as Laity ; and in all Caufes, Eccleiiaftical, a^ 
well as Civil. 

Farther, this Supremacy is not over the Faitb^ 
fo as that the Prince may impofe a New One ; not 
over Chriftian Duties^ fo as that a Prince may dif- 
folve them, or difpenle with their Obligation ; not 
over the Means of Grace^ fo as that a Prince may 
inftitute new Sacraments, or abrogate thofe infti- 
tuted by Chrift : For the Reafins and Motives to 
believe, the Obligations to aft, znd the Benefits to 
be received depend upon a higher Power, and can- 
not be fubjed to the Jurifdidion of earthly Prince 
or Prieft. Both of them indeed are God's Minifters, 

appointed 
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a|>ix>inted to preferve and continue his Church; 
vtt with a Power not at all divided betwixt thepfi, 
but totally diJiinSl and independent The Prince , 
receives not his Power from the Prieft^ nor the 
Prieft His from, the Prince, The firft derives from r 
God by the Ordinance of Man j. the latter from 
Chrift by fucceffive Delegation. The Government 
of the one is external^ commanding the Adions of 
the Body } the Government of the other is inter-' 
nd^ diroSting the Motions of the Soul. 

To the Prince is committed the Sword \ to which 
Sword commanding for Truth, Bifhops and Priefts, 
as well as Laity, muft be fubjeA ; and the fame 
Sword, ftiould it take Part with Error, They muft^ 
patiently. endure; as our Martyrs under Queen 
Mary did, requiring and exhorting all the Queen's 
Subjefts by their Example, rather to give their 
Heads to the Block, than in any Point to rebel V 
Yet this precludes not from the Ufe of fuch legal 
Appeals, tolerated diffent, or other juft Means of 
Redrefs, as the particular Conftitutions of the State 
we live under, direft or allow. But Individuals 
mufl not, on die Score of Religion, rebel s^ainft 
.their Prince. 

To the Prieft is committed the Word and Sacra-- 
ments ; He may exhort, reprove, and rejeft fromi 
Communion, Prince as well as Subjeft : But with 
regard both to One and the Other, in fuch Godly 
Wifdom and Difcretion, as not to endanger^ but to 
Jave their Souls, and the Souls of others. And hi« 
Commiffion gives him no coercive Power over the 
Perfons or the Goods of either. 

< The t)eclaratipn of about 12 Biihpp. Fox*s Martyn. Vol. 
Ill* p. 101. 

^ If 
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' HF any doubtfiil, not iedidous, Cnauirdr flmkl 
Af How thbDodrine of the Prince'J Supremacy 
over all Perfons and Canfes^ as well Ecclefiaftical 
as Civil, was maint^ned at the Qofe of the prefent 
Gaimant*s pretended Fathers Reign ? I (hall in An^^ 
fwer lay before him the Judgment of a very cele- 
brated Politician ; one, not interefted in the Faftions 
of that Day, for he wrote above 200 Years ago : 
nor prejudiced agdnft a Popifh Government, for 
he was himfelf a Pajrift. ** Whofoever, feys He, 
^^ takes up Arms to maintain the Politick Confti- 
** tution, or Government of his 0)untry, in the 
^* Condition it then is, I mean, to defend it from 
** being changed, or invaded, by the Craft or Force 
** of any Man (although it be the Prince, or chief 
^ M^iftrate himfelf) provided, that fuch taking 
^' up of Arms be commanded or authorifed by 
^ thofe who are, by the Orders of that Govern* 
** ment, legally intruded with the Cuftody of the 
** Liberty of the People, and Foundation of the 
•' Government : This I hold to be fo far from Re* 
** belKon, that I believe it laudable, nay the Duty 
•* of every Memljepof fuch Common- wealth ; for 
** th^t he who fights to fupport, and defend the 
*' Government he was born and lives under, can- 
** not deferve the odious Name of Rebel, but He 
'* who endeavours to deftroy it. If this be not 
** granted, it will be in vain to frame any mixed 
** Monarchies in the World, wherein the Prince 
•' hath his Share, and the People theirs ; which 
*** laft, if they had no Means of recovering their 
*' Rights, if taken from them, or defending thend, 
** if invaded, would be in the fame Eftate as if 
•* they had no Title to them, but lived under the 
><^ Empire of Turkey or of Mufcony "/' 
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If this Opnion be difcreditcd, for the Sake of' 
it's Author, as irreligious, or becaufe given by a 
Foreigner and Stranger to our Conftitution, I fhall 
add that of a Proteftant Englijh Bifhop, who can- 
not be {iifpeded of any Prejudice in the Cafe of the 
Revolutions having wrote an hundred Yeajs before 
it ; nor of DifafFeftion to the Princefs then upon the 
Throne, to whom he was a faithful and a favoured 
Subjed. ** If a Prince, fays he, fhould go about 
*' to fubjeft his Kingdom to a foreign Realm, or 
*' change the Form of the Commonwealth from 

Imperie (or juft Government) to Tyranny ; or 

negled the Laws eftabliftied by common Con- 
•' fent of Prince and People, to execute his own 
** Pleafure : In thefej and other Cafes which might 
*' be named, if the Nobles and Commons join to-» 
*' gether to defend their ancient and accuftomed 
*' Liberty, Regiment and Laws, they may not 
*' well be counted Rebels ""." 

By maintaining, and fubmitting to fuch Regal 
Supremacy, w? ihall (hew ourfelves Good Chrijii" 
ansy Sound ProteJtmtSy and True En^li/hmen. 
Fear God, and Honour the King^ are the Principles 
of the Britijh Conftitution ; and as the prefent 
Occafion demands of us to unite what have been 
too long divided, let us improve the Opportunity, 
and reftore thofe Springs to their due Acftivity. 
Other Syftems will deceive thofe who frariie them, 
and end in a general Confufion : It will be a fatal 
Experiment to try, whether a Kingdom of the 
Propbane can fubiift by the Influences of Corrupti- 
on J Infidelity is unconcerned about the Change of 
Creeds, and Mercenaries fet their Allegiance to falc 
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to the bed Bidder. But where Religion and Lby« 
alty warm every Heart, they arm every Hand : 
The Peafant, who has no Property to defend, has 
yet a dearer InUreft to contend for under the pre* 
fent Eftablifhment ; and the Subjedt, who obeys 
for Confcience Sake, can be tempted with w Equi^ 
valent. He who fears God, will not leave our Re- 
formation to wallow again in the Corruptions of 
Rome-y nor. He who honours the King y be bafely 
bought to defert him for a Tyrant. That this 
Faith may long flourifh under the preient De- 
fender of it, 

Be thou JiiUy Lordy our mighty Protectory and 
fcatter our Enemies that delight in Blood. Infatuate 
and defeat their Counfels^ abate their Pridey ajfwage 
their Malice and confound their Devices. Strengthen 
the Hands of our Gracious Sovereign King George^ 
and all that are put in Authority under him^ withjudg^ 
ment and JuJiicCy to cut off all fuch Workers of Ini^ 
quity, as turn Religion into Rebelliony and Faith into 
Faffion ; that they may never prevail againfi us, or 
triumph in the Ruin of thy Qmrch among us : But 
that our Gracious Sovereign and his RealmSy being 
preferved in thy true Religiony and by thy merciful 
Goodnefs protested in the fame y we may all daily ferve 
tbeCy and give thee Thanks in thy Holy Congregation^ 
through Jefus Cbrift our Lord. Amen. 

FINIS. 
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